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The SPEAEKER took the Chair at

10.30 a.m., and read prayers.

BILL-HEALTH.
Report, after recommittal, adopted.

BILL—PHARMACY AND POISONS
ACT COMPILATION.
Second Reading. ’

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon,
J. L. Nanson) in moving the second read-
ing said: Oun the 3rd Angust of last
vear the Legislative Council passed a re-
solution affirming that the Pharmacy and
Poisons Act and its amendments should
be eompiled in accordance with the Sta-
tutes Compilation Aet. 1905. The Legis-
lative Assemhly concurred in that reso-
lution and the compilation was prepared
accordingly and laid on the Table during
the present session. The Bill of which 1
now move the second reading consists of
tour clanses and appendices (A) and
(B} and wil! be passed in the ordinary
way, The appendices eannot he amended.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a serond
tiine.

Omestion—puot and passed.
Bil? read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee withont
debate. reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILT—MOUNT LAWLEY RESERVES.
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
{Hon. J. L. Nanson} in moving the second
reading said : The reserves whiech form the
suhjert of the Bill are situated on the
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Inglewcod Estate, Mi. Lawley, formerly
the property of Mrs. Slade, now in New
SBouth Wales. The estate was surveyed
into allotments and a plan was duly
lodged at the Titles Offices. This plan
showed two reserves, one between Second
and Third avenues, and marked “recrea-
tion reserve,” and the other heiween
Fifth and Central Avenues, and marked
“sehiool reserve.” Mrs. Slade disposed of
the whole of her estate except these re-
serves, which continned vested jn her, sub-
Ject to the rights of the purchasers of
the allotments to a continuance of the
dedication of the reserves tor the pur-
poses mentioned.  Subsequently Mrs,
Slade snrrendered the reserves to the
Crown, and the object of the Bill is to
enable the purposes of the reserves to be
changed so that a public school may be
built on the reserve between Second and
Third Avenues, while the reserve hetween
Central and Fifth Avenues, originally in-
tended for school purposes, shonld be de-
dicated to recreation purposes. The rea-
son for proposing the change is that the
reserve originally intended for school
parposes ocenpies a low-Iving  position,

and is not verarded as suitable for a
sehool, but is regarded as suitable for
recreation.  1nfortunately, in the past
some of our State sechools have been

placed on low-lying land and have, in
consequence. occasioned a zood deal of
trouble. TUltimately, we may assume., a
schaol will be erected on this reserve. pos-
sibly in a short time,

Mr. Scaddan: Tt will depend on your
length of affice.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION:
Not necessarily. Tt is now proposed in the
Bil} that the land in question should he
revested in the Crown, Aecordingly, by
Clause 2, the parcels of land are revested
in the Crown; by Clause 3 the reserves
are dedieated to their respective purposes,
and by Clause 4 tle permaneney of the
reserves is ensured in the interests of the
purchasers of the alloiments by makingx
them ('lass A reserves, T heg to move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Mr. BWAN (North Perthy: | do not
propose to object to the second reading



125 NoveMser, 1910.]

of this Bill, but I think that it is a pity
(bat the Minister for Education did not
go a litile further and tell the Honse
what had been done in connection with
this matter. Perhaps it would be just
as well for me to tell the House some-
thing ahout it. Prior to the present Min-
ister for Education taking office it had
been decided to build a selool at Ingle-
wood.

The Minister {or Edpeation:
cided.

Mr. SWAN: It bad been so far de-
cided that an amount placed on the Es-
timates last year for that purpose was
passed by the House. The only difficalty
in the way was the fact that the Gov-
ernment did not control all this partien-
lar rveserve. The present Minister for
Edueation did go so far as to secure
eoutrol of this reserve ostensibly for the
purpose of having the school erected, but
after that was fixed up he politely in-
formed me that the schiool was not to be
gone on with, saying that schools were
more urgently required in other parts of
the State. He paid not the slightest re-
gard to the faet that his predecessor had
thrashed vut the questivn as to whether
or not this school was required, had de-
cided that it was required, and had
placed an amouni on the Estimates.
What I do not like about the whole mat-
ter is that ihe Minister informed me that
the Works Department considered that
the amount placed on the Estimates was
iusuffieient for the huilding of a school.
However, the people concerned in the
matter considered the amount guite snf-
ficient, and after being informed by the
Minister that the Works Department re-
garded it as insuffieient, I inquired at the
Works Department and was informed
that the officers there had never been
consulted and had never expressed any
opinton on the matter. There is no ob-
jeet in opposing the Bill, but the action
of the present Minister for Edueation
is so peculiar and so unjustifiable that
T must take this opportunity of tell-
ing hon. members what was done.
He seems to give not the slighiest re-
gard to what was done by his predeces-
sor, althongh T have always understood

Not de-
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that a Minister considered himself in
Lonour bound to carry out the wishes
of his predecessor, and that if he did
not do so he must have had very good
reasons. Considering that the Works
authorities told me that they had never
heen consulted in the matter, it is up
to e to want to know something about
it. It appears to me that the prineipal
consideration with the present Minister
is as to who represents the constituency
in which the pariieulm question arises.
Possibly if somebody sitting behind the
Minister had rvepresented this locality,
a school would have been gone on with.
In any ecase, the uetion of the present
Minister is very unsatisfaetory, and to
my mind very unmanly,

Me. HOLMAN (Murchison): Afier
what we have heard [rom the member
for North Ferth, U think we should have
more wnformation on the malfer than
we have had. The Minister, in introdue-
ing the second reading, merely mentioned
casually about some reserves, bni gave
no information of any value and pro-
duced no plans showing the sitnation of
these rveserves; in faet, he did not give
members an opportunity of konowing
what was being dealt with. The member
for the distriet is justified in making a
complaint if he was unfairly ireated.
He stated that a promise was made thai
ihe schonl would be constructed, but that
owing (o the faulty method of the pre-
sent Minister the building of the sechool
had been prevented, although the matter
had been decided by the House when the
amount on the Estimates was agreed to.
In all probability what the member for

* North Perth says is eorreet, that it all

depends on who represents the distriet
and what condifion the Minister’s liver
iz in when he deals with a matter. 1
do not knew the situation of these re-
serves, snd I certainly think it has been
the custom in the past to place lithos.
on the Table showing the position and
whal is proposed to be done. Surely
members are entitled to know what are
the positions of the reserves and whether
or not it is necessary to effect the pro-
posed changes. I might draw attention
to the faet that on other oceastons, when
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matters like this have been dealt with,
we have had lithos. showing the exact
position of the reserves and a fnll ae-
count of the conditions which brought
about the necessity for a change. Surely
members are entitled fo that information,
it only out of courtesy. On all veea-
sions when we have been vesting reserves
or changing their purposes, it has always
been the custom to place on the Table
lithes. elearly defining the position. hut
the Minister in-dav moved the zecand
reading after about (wo or three min-
utes, aml gave no information whatso-
ever, The member for the district vefer-
red baek o a promize which a previeos
Minister had made, and showed that the
whale affair had been thrown overboard
owing to the faet that the Mimsier’s
liver had been wrong at the time. Has
the Minister no plans showing the posi-
tion so that we ean refer to them and
know preeisely what is heing done? T
consider that it would be better, when
matters like ihis are heing dealt with.
if it were made a practice lo place lithoes.
on the Table so that members might be
m a better position to understand the
yuestion under ennsideralion.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon.J. L. Nanson} : In regard to what the
member for Murchison las said. I desire
to state that there are plans here and
that T will be very bappy to hand them
over to the Committee. The remarks of
the member for North Perth do not
veally deal with the subject matter of
this BRill. Tf the measure were not passed
the effeet wonld be rather to delay than
to expedite the erection of a school; but
I fully recognise that on a maltter of this
kind the hon. member naturally takes the
opportunity of giving publicity fo the
delayv that has taken place in erecting this
geliool.  Perbaps it is just as well that
T should deal with the matter now. as
that T shounld wait till the Estimates are
being considered. This school was applied
for as far baek as April. 1907, and at
that time the Chief Compulsory Officer
received instroetions to visit the distriet
and report as to the necessitv or other-
wise fin the establishment of a schonl at
Tuglewacd. He then reported that {he rve-
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serve which had been set apart for a
school was not snited tor the purpose. the
land being low-lying, and it is in order
to seeure a suitable piece of land that
this Bill is now being introduced. The
Chief Compulsory Officer also went into
the question of the probable attendance
and lhe reported (hat at that time there
were 47 children of school age, that the
district was one whieh shonld increase
considerably in the future, and that there
were a1 number of alher sehools within
the children’s reach, viz. a sehoul at Nor-
wood, 114 miles distant, a school al May-
lands, 134 miles distant; and another at
Highgeate, also 11% miles distani. That
was in 1907. The matter dragged on, and
the loeal progress committee from time to
time made representations. T find that in
Augnst. 1908, on further applieation be-
ing made, it was pointed out that the
bloek of land was unsuitable. and (hat an
endeavour would he wmade to obtain a
change of the reserve.

Mr., Swan: If was also pointed out
that that was the only difliculty in the
way of getting a sehool built.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That was not the only diffieultv although it
was certainly the initial diffienlly. Tt was
absolutely essentinl that the position of
the sehool should be on a snitable site.
We do not want to perpetuate the mis-
takes of the past and put schools on low-
Iving gronmd.

Mr. Swan: T was informed that that
was the only diffienlty.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION:
Tt is not the only diffienlty. We find that in
aboul the middle of August last vear the
Chief Compulzery Officer again reported
on this sehool. and he pointed out that
the local conditions were apparvently abont
the same as they were when he made his
previons veport in 1907, There had not
heen. hie said, mueh increase in settlement.
aml later on he pointed aut that there
were 31 children of hetween the aze of
4 and 14 vears residing over a mile from
either the Mavlands, Norwood. or High-
eate scliools, and that between Waleott
St. and First Avenue therve were many
others hut they would bhe within distance
nf other sehools, Then in Mav, 1909. the
Tnspectonrr General of Schools reporfing
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to the Minister in regard to the apph-
cation tor that school, stated—

An investigation has just been held
by the Chief Compulsory Officer, who
reports that lhere are 31 children be-
tween 4 and 14 years who are now
more than a mile from any of the ex-
isting State schools. None of them,
however, live more than a mile and a
half from a school, and there are good
roads, While a new school would no
doubt be a great eonvenience to them,
it cannot be eonsidered as an extremely
urgent matter, many children in the
country having considerably greater dis-
tances to walk. I recomrmend that they
be informed that the matter will be
considered when the new Bstimates are
being dvawn up, but that it is impos-
sible at present to make any definite
promise.

The then Minister for Education (the pre-
sent Premier) replied to that minute, stai-
ing—

If, as you state, the children of this
district arve all well served by schools
within & maximum distance of a mile
and a half, and if there are good roads,
and the sehools that they can attend
are not overcrowded, I think it would
be bad policy to even suggest that we
would consider the building of another
schoo! when the Estimates are being
framed, Tt appears to me that we shall
require every pound that we can pos-
sibly raise for schools in outback and
other districts, where, up to the pre-
sent. no aceommodation is provided.

That is the minute of my predecessor,
whose deeision T am acensed by the hon.
wmember of overrnling.

Mr. Swan: It is strange T did not get
that infermation. It is entirely different
io Lhe information given to me.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
the information has heen on the file and
was chtzinable if the hon. member
withed to obtain it. T was under the
impression the hon. men her had seen the
file.

Mr. Swan: No; we have to take the
word of Ministers.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:

It was possible for the hon. member to
183]
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move for the papers to be laid on the
Table. Then the seeretary of the Mount
Lawley Progress Association was in-
formed by the lnspector General—

I regrel there iz very little proba-
bility of onr being ahle to build during
the coming financial year. [s seems
probable that every pound available
will be required for places where ehild-
ren have no posstbility of attending
school at present.

The matter wus brought up again by the
Progress Association, or by Mr. Ward,
I am not #ure; it does not appear on the
file whether he represents the associa-
tion; at any rate, he is a resident, and
wrote asking that a school might be es-
tablished, and he was informed to the
same effect. Then there were petitions
in favour of the school again, and the
chief compulsory officer was again in-
strueted to reporl in September of last
year, and he pointed oui thal all the
additional fanilies that had come into
the distriel were within a mile of an
existing school, except two, and that
these two famililes were not mueh over
a mile away. He pointed out also that
there were three families in a remote
position in the bush, over 214 miles from
the sehool, who did not reside in the
Inglewood distriet. Then, In reply to a
petition, a letter was written to lhe mem-
ber for the district, pointing out that
all the families in the distriet were well
served by schiools within a maximum dis-
tanee of 1145 miles, and that in view of
the faet that it would be a somewhat
difficalt matter t¢o find funds for
providing  additional facilities for
those settled in remote districts where
schools did uot mnow exist, I eould
not see my way clear to recom-
mend building in this suburb at present.
That is a letter forwarded by myself to
the hon. member. That lelter was in
accordance also with the departmental
view of the position. I admit the hon.
member has shown the utmost energy in
the matter, and done everything possible
for his constituents. After receiving this
letter, he pgain approached me with a
view to getting a school provided, and
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I again informed him apparently to the
same effect as I have previously done.
Well, it appears that on the past year’s
Estimates a sum of £250 was provided
for building this school, and the report
of the Inspector General of Schools in
regard to (hat ameunt was that to build
a standard room for 3¢ children would
cos! £400. He turther pointed out that:
this would probably be insuflicient, as
the number of children in the neigh-
bourhood was over 50, but that it might
be sufficient if we confined the admission
of children to infants and to the first
and second standards. He said also that
in order to spend the money provided on
the currént Estimates it would be neces-
sary to provide at least £150 on the new
Estimates.

Mr. Swan:
off,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The sum of £250 was placed on the Esti-
mates last year by an error. I suppose the
amount had not been strnck off the draft
Estimates. D

So yon struck the lot

These FEstimates arve con-
trolled by the Works Department, and
this particular hem, I suppose. escaped
observation when the draft Estimaics
were Dbeing uverlooked by the education
anthorities.  Otherwise, if we had de-
eided to 2o on with the sehool, we shoald
have provided a sufficient amount to
boild it; but, as will be seen from the
extracts I have read, it was never be-
lieved by my predecessor, or by myself,
that a sufficiently good case had been
made out for a school. The position is;
nil that there are not sufficient children
in the locality to attend a school, but
that around the district there were
threc other schools all within an easy
distanece; ard while T am ready to admit
that if finaneial considerations did not
enter into the question at all, if we had
an abundance of funds with which to
provide schools wifhin an easy distance
of children wherever they are required,
there might be some reason for provid-
inz this additional facility, where we
find that no child has to walk at the
most more than 114 miles to a school,
and that most of them are wiikin a mile
of an existing school, and few are more
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than a mile and a ynarter away, and
we find that demands for schools in re-
mote outback Jdistricts are exczedingly
difficult 1o supply, theun it is the duty of
the Minister for Edueation as far as
possible to husband his resoarces and see
thai the money at his command should
be spent where it is most required.

M. Collier: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There is absolutely no reason to connect
the refusal of this school with any politi-
eal considerations, and I think the hon.
member must be quite convinced of that.

Mr. S8wan: It is (he only reason I can
see for it.

The MINISTER ¥FOR EDUCATION:
The reason T have pointed out fo the hon.
member is that three other schools are
serving the distriet within easy distance.
That is the sole reason. Schools are
built by the Education Deparlment ab-
solutely apart from political considera-
tions. T have dealt with this matter at
some length beeaunse, as it has beem
brought up by the hon. member, perhaps
it is more convenient to deal with it now
than at a later time when the Estimates
are under consideration. I am glad to
notice the hon. member does not wish to
oppose the second reading of the Bill,
becanse if the Bill were not passed it eer-
tainly would not assist in the erection of
a school, and one hopes that ultimately
the number of children may so increase
in the district that there may be justifi-
eation to build the sehool; but at the
present time it is one of those matfers
that must wait and probably will have
to wait whatever politieal party is in
power. I do not suppose for a moment
that any hon. member opposite, who may
happen at a later stage to oecupy the
position of Minister for Edueation, will
merely build the school to please a politi-
eal supporter.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Taylor in the Chair; the Attorney
GGeneral in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
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Clanse 2—Reserves revested in His

Majesty :

Mr. HOLMAN: The Attorney General
might give the information previously
asked for in regard to the need for more
reccation facilities for this distmet. It
was intended by the Bill to convert an
area of 214 aeres, devoted to veereation,
to school purposes, and to dhange an area
of 1% aeres from school purpoeses to re-
creation purposes. An area of 13 acres
would be of very little use for recreation
purposes, and there did not appear to
be any other veserve for public recrea-
tion in Toglewood. An area of 114 acres
might be suofficient for children te play
in, but it would be no uwse for sports for
adults, whereas on an area of 25 aeres
a game of footfall might be played, or
pienmics held.  There would be a large
population in the near future in tiis
distriel, as the place was growiig very
rapidly, and some adequate means of
recreation should be provided.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The position was that this land thad been
veserved by a private individual, and it
was subdivided for building purposes, and
the two reserves were made, one for re-
creation and the other for sehool pur-
poses. Untortunately the school reserve
was on low-lying ground, and the recrea-
von reserve was on high ground. If
there f1ad been any objection by the vesi-
gents on the estate to the transfer, there
would have heen menit ip the contention
of the member for Murchison, but the
progress assuciation knew exactly what
the Government were doing, and the mem-
ber for the district also knew. The
matter had heen pending now for more
than two years, and it was generally re-
cogiiised by the people in the locality that
the exchange would be beneficial. He
was not prepared to give a promise that
the Government would make the enlarge-
ment asked for, beeanse it would involve
a promise to buy land from private in-
dividuals before even the fact could be
ascertained for what sum it would be
possible to buy that land. Attention
might be drawn to the fact that there
was a recreabion reserve at Monger’s Lake
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which was not a great distance from fhis
position.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: One had to take
notice of the progress association and
also the member for the district, but at
the same time we shourld allow plenty of
room in a country where we had close on
a milion square miles, and very few
people occupying it. We should leave
this ground for a recreation reserve, and
it we wanted a school then we eould buy
another acre of land. With regard to
Monger’s Lake the Attorney General had
veferred to the strip of land avound it
as a reserve, buk il should be pointed out
this this was three or four miles away
from the estate. It was the duty of the
Governmen| to reserve more land around
that lake; it was one of the few places
where there was a fine sheet of water
within easy reach of the City boundary.
Around this lake there was a Teserve
of only abont 30 feet, which was nof
enough for a bullock dray lo go along,
and the Attorney (feneral declared that
the fact that we lad this 30 feet around
the Take for about a ¢narter of the dis-
tanee was a reason for not increasing the
reserve four miles away. The Govern-
ment should take a more generous view
of the question of reserves, and endeavour
to have as many as possible not only in
the towns but in the eountry, and in this
way spread the people out. The idea of
jamming everyone hetween the railway
line and the Swan river was bad, and
there was no necessity for people to
erowd in a place like Western Australia.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Attorney General
had referred to the recreation reserve at
Monger's Lake, but how was it possible
for a man who ceased work at 5 o'clock
to go and change, and then go to that
loeality for recreation. It was four or
five miles away from the Inglewood
estate.

The Minister for Bducation: Do yon
want us to give an undertaking to pur-
ehase land?

Mr. HOLMAN: An undertaking should
be given that the people should have some-
thing in return for that which was aboui
to be taken away from them.
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The Minister for Education:
zoing to give the mnndertaking.

Mr. HOLMAN: It would have been an
easy matter for the department to have
purchased an acre of land alongside, or
in close proximity to the present recrea-
tion reserve No. 12726, and then the chil-
dren would have lLad two and a-half
acres for recreation purposes as well. If
this purchase had been made the position
would have been mueh better than that
which existed at the present time, and if
the progress association had been treated
fairly there wounld not have ‘been any
necessity for them to give up their re-
creation reserve at all. Although the
land was becoming more valuable every
year, it wonld be more business-like at the
present lime to purchase another acre
alongside this reserve. Monger's Lake
was all very well for the people who
lired in close proxmity to it, and the
people there were to be eongratulated on
having such a fine sheet of water, but,
for the purposes of recreation for the
people who were living on the Inglewood
estate, it was absolutely useless. The
only time when these people could visit
Monger's Take would be on Saturday
afternoon and Sunday. The Minister,
even now, should make inquiries in the
direction suggested. namely. the purchase
of another acre of land.

Mr. SCADDAN: The owners of the
Inglewood estate had cut up their land
into as many blocks as possible, and made
the streets as narrow as they conld, and
limited the size of the recreation sites in
order to obtain the greatest result possible
from the sale of the land. TUnless the
Government took steps to prevent this
kind of thing in the future, we would
kave our town thiekly populated, while
immediately outside the subdivided
estates the people would be able
to live under better conditions. It
was an  absurdity in a2 country like
ours that people shonld live in
honses built on land having frontages
of 16 feet. 18 feet, and up to 30 feet.
In Subiaco there were many places
where the houses built had only 18 feet
frontages. These houses were long and
narrow, and {he people who aecupied

I am not
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them lived under conditions which cer-
tainly were against the bhealth of the
community, With regard to the Bill itself,
it appeared that the Government conld
have met the diffieulty better by asking
Parliament to change the porpose of these
{wo reserves. The difficulty about the
reserve set apart for a school was that
it was low-dying land, and the (fovem-
ment desired to have the school on higher
ground. That was a most comvmendable
idea and one that should be carried out in
respeet to all school sites. Buot what was
the use of transferring the recreation re-
serve to a block an acre and a quarter in
extent unless, indeed, it was intended to
limit the recreation ground to crogueif
At least five acres was required to make
& recreation ground sunitable for the Aus-
tralian elass of recreation. The Govern-
ment ought to watch eclosely the sub-
division of private estates and insist upon
proper provision for the recreation of
the people, and the reservation of suit-
able land for schools. In the circum-
stances he was afraid we would have to
allow the clause to remain, otherwise the
people would be without a school for a
long time to eome.

Mr. Swan: They will be without a
sehool while the present Ministry remains
in office.

Mr. SCADDAN: That was scarcely
likely. He believed the Attorney General
fully realised the necessity for erecting
the school. The Government ought to be
able to secure a piece of land which wonld
beiter serve the pwrpose of a recreation
gronnd than the proposed reserve, when
they could dispose of the one under dis-
eussion.

Mr, SWAN: The proposed reserve was
useless for reereation purposes. Seeing
that he had advocated the transference of
the two reserves he owed some explana-
tion to the Committee for not having at
the same time insisted upon the provision
of a proper recreation reserve. Thai he
had overleoked this was due entirely to
the coneentration of his attention on the
provision of a proper site for a school..
The Minister had suggested that there
were other recreation reserves available
to the people of Inglewood as, for in-
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stance, Monger's f_ake: 1t was a brilhiant
snggestion, serviug to show the Minister's
want of knowledge of the district. Ingle-
wood was considerably nearer the Swan
mver than Monger's [ake, and, so far
as he was aware, there was uvo other
reereation ground within anything like
reasonable distance of the loeality. Tn-
less the Government were prepared to
purchase adjoining land the proposed
recrgation reserve would be quite useless.
There was a necessity for the provision
of a recreation reserve, but there was
for more necessity for the provision of a
sthool. He had not had a fair deal from
the Minister in regard lo this matter, and
at o later stage he would take the oppor-
tunity of plading the whole of the faets
bafore Lhon. members.

Mr. Price drew attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Minister should
inform the Committee as to what he in-
tended to .do in regard to the suggestion
that he should purchase additional land
adjoining the proposed recreation reserve.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
It was a matter that did not affect the
Education Department, but no doubt the
Minister controlling reserves wonld be
prepared to consider the suggestion.

Mr. HOLMANXN : Tn the event of it theing
found possible to secure a suitable area
for recreation, would the Mlinister agree
to dedieate the reserve mentioned in the
Bill for the purposes of public reereation?

The Minister for Education: The better
course would be to consider the enlarge-
went of this proposed recreation ground,
namely, the existing school reserve.

Clause put and passed.

€lauses 3 and 4—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL —LEEDERVILLE AXD COT-
TESLOE MUNICTPAL BOUN-
DARIES.

) Second Reading.
The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.

H. Gregory) in moving the second reading
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said: The measure has been prepared
with the object of plasing under the
control of the Leederville municipality’
a certain proportion of railway land
dividing Leedervile and Suvbiaco, and
under the «<ontrol of the Cottesloe:
municipality & small area comprised in:
the second schedule of the Bill and
Iving between the Cotlesloe and Pepper-
mint Grove districts. When the bound-
aries of these local authorities were de-
fined a emall portion of railway land was
left out of any municipality and became
a sort of no man’s ground. The Leeder-
ville municipality had agreed to the al-
tevation contemplated in the Bill. T am
not advised as to whether the Cottesloe
peopie have done the same, but presum-
ably they bave. Throughont the State,
wherever mumieipalities or roads boards
are proclaimed, the railways runs through
their distriets. Tu this ease a small por-.
tion of the railway land was left outside
any defined district, T beg to move—

That the Bill be nrow read a second
time,

Mr. GILL: (Balkatta): This Bili does
nol requive much discussion. I bave made
wnyself aequainted with the desire of the
Leederville people, and T am in a position
to state they are thoroughly in aecord
with the object of the Bill. With regard
to the Cottesloe people, I do not know
how they feel on the subject.

Question put and passed.

RBill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Commitiee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted. -

ANXUAL ESTIMATES, 1910-11.
In Committee of Supply.

IJebate resumed from the preeceding
day on the Treasurer’s Financial State-
ment and the Annuai Estimates: Mr.’
Taylor in the Chair.

Mr. PRICE (Albany): If any justifi-
cation were needed for rising to speak
on the general debate on the Budget, il is
eertainly provided by a letter appearing
in to-day’s paper signed by James Gar-
diner, a gentleman who, T helieve, at one,
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time occupied the position of Treasurer
in a previons Parliament of fhis State.
Therein he states that the present Trea-
surer was guilty of wmaking such a
shocking misstatement as the writer had
never hefore heard made by any publie
man. Now 1 have on oceasions read in
certain seetions of the Press the Colonial
Treasurer referred to as “figure faker
Frank.”

The Premier: -"That was the hon. mem-
ber’s paper.

Mr. PRICE: The bon. member does
not own a paper, but if he did he might
use that term, Certainly, after the chal-
lenge made in to-day’s paper one must of
neeessity have some doubt as to the relia-
bility of the fiznres laid before members
by the Treasnrer. Just here let me we-
iterate the protest put forward by the
leader of the Opposition awhen speaking
on this debate yesterday, that there seems
to be an absointe disregard on the part
of the members sitting on the Govern-
ment side as to what actions are taken by
the Ministry in connection with the finan-
ces of the State. Justifieation for these
remarks was shown thronghout last even-
ing when at no time during the speech of
the leader of the Opposition avere there
more than mine members on the Minis-
terial side, and most of the time there were
but five, four of whom were in a greater
or lesser state of somnolence. And these
are the gentleman who are attending to
the business of the country and eonsidee-
ing the State’s finances—the gentlemen
who will record their votes for and against
eertain proposals, and will eventually go
before their constituents and point out
that they supported the Government who
had done so much for the development of
the State! The Treasvrer in making his
Budget Speeeh laid great stress on the
fact—I was almost going to term it the
alleged fact, but I am prepared to aceept
the figures of the Treasurer—that our per
capita loan indebtedness was 9s, 3d. less
at the close of the last finaneial year than
it was in 1903; but the Treasurer con-
veniently omitted to mention one faetor,
which has a very important bearing on
our loan indebtedness. He failed to point
out to this Chamber that from 1905—and
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I iake that time beeause that is the com-
mencement of the present Government’s
term of office—the population of the
State has inereased by nearly 12 per cent.,
whilst the loan indebtedness has increased
by nearly 21 per cent. That is a posi-
tion which might cause hon. members to
seriously consider wwhether we should go
on in ‘this borrow and hoom style which
has so far characterised the administra-
tion of the present Government. There
is another eonsideration which lends fo
these figures peculiar significance. This
extraordinary increase in our loan indebt-
edness per head of population becomes
far more serious when we have regard to
the faet that, during the period to which
I have referred, our population, so far
as the producing part of it is coneerned,
has decreased rather than increased. We
find on looking at the siatisties that
the proportion of females and children
fo the producing section of the popula-
tion has very largely increased during the
past five years. A faet which must be
considered when dealing with our loans
and their allocation is that women and
children eannot be expected to help in
the return of revenue to provide sinking
fund and interest on our loans; so that
although the population has inereased 12
per cent., that inerease has been mostly
in the non-producing elements. In 1905
the number of females in proportion to
mzales was 69 per cent., whereas at the
present time the proportion is 72.29 per
cent. Whilsi the females are increasing,
the male section of the population is not
increasing by any means so fast as the
smount of our loan indebtedness. Fur-
thermore, we find the Treasurer making a
very strong point in stating to this House
that so long as he remains in his present
position he will continue the raising of
loans for certain public works. In this
eonnection it is interesting to look over
the records of previous Administrations.
We find that from 1901 to 1905 the total
amount expended from loan on roads;
bridges, and publie buildings was the in-
finitesimal sum of £1,250. Compare that
with the record of the present Adminis-
tration, who from 1906 to the end of the
lagt financial year spent from loan on
roads and bridges £56.517 and un public
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buildings £393,006, or a total of very
nearty half a million pounds spent on
works which during the years 1901-5 were
provided from revenue, That fact requires
very serious consideration, not only from
members on this side of the House, but
from every wewber who takes an active
interest in the affairs of this country, and
certainly from those citizens who are
called upon to decide who shall represent
them in this Chamber; because, if it was
possible from 1901 to 1905 to pay for
the whele of our public buildings, and
roads and bridges from revenue, surely
there ¢an be no justification for the ex-
traordinary expendiiure from loan which
the present administrators have persist-
entiv indulged in. The Treasurer waxed
quite eloguent when he told members that
he estimated a surplus of revenue over
expenditure at the end of the current
financial year of £1,009 and he told us
that the deficit, which has so long been
bhanging over the heads of owr adminis-
trators, will disappear. And owe ean
easily understand that sueh will he the
effeet if the Govermment are allowed to
eontinue the course they have followed
since first they entered upon their admin-
istrative duties. If they are to be allowed
by members to continue the reckless ex-
penditure of loan moneys upon works
which should undoubtedly have been pro-
vided for out of revenue, it will be a very
simple matter for them te show a sur-
plus. The protest I desire to make is
agninst actions such as this, and T desire
to express my sincere hope that the Gov-
ernment will cease a policy which, as was
pointed out last night by the leader of
the Opposition, must inevitably lead to
very considerable trouble in this State;
because at the present moment we are
earrying the biggest debt per head of any
State in the Commonwealth; our rate of
interest is the highest of any State in the
Commonwealth; and that kind of financ-
ing must inevitably lead to trouble,
trouhle which the people in this State will
have to face.

Mr. Jacoby: Our average rate of in-
terest is lower.

Mr. PRICE: If the hon. member will
look up the statisties he will find that it
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is higher. Our loan indebtedness is the
highest.

Mr. Jacoby: You said rate of interest.

Mr. PRICE: The rate of interest is
the highest.

Mr. Jacoby: Average rate?

Mr. PRICE: Yes.

Mr. Jacoby: I think you are wrong.

Mr. PRICE: I have not the figures
availuble at the moment, but in looking
them up yesterday I certainly found our
average rate was the highest. Certainly
our loan indebtedness is the highest, It
may be elaimed that, although our loan
indebtedness is the highest, we have cer-
tain assets; bont what, after all, are our
assefs?

Mr. Jaeoby: Owr pevcentage of wage-
earners is higher,

Mr. PRICYE:: T have admitted that our
percentage of wage-earners or produeing
population is higher than in the Eastern
Stales, but I have pointed out that this
is gradually decreasing, Although we arve
inereasing our loan indebtedness, the per-
centage of wage-earners in the com-
munity is gradually deereasing; conse-
quently we are parties to bringing about
a state of affairs which must mean finan-
einl chaos. No matter how we attemapt to
blind ourselves to the rveal facts. there
they are. Another matter which 1 desire
to refer to is the very specious manner
in which the Treasurer arrived at the
statement that our per ecapifa loan ex-
penditure was 9s. 3d. less at the close of
the last financial vear than it was at the
elose of 1903, and he arvived at it in this
way, and it will show the justification
for that somewhat alliterative cognomen
bestowed upon the Treasurer by certain
newspapers. He took the gross loan ex-
penditure at the close of the financial year
as £73 4s. 11d. per capita, and deducted
from it the unexpended portion of
such loan authorisation, which reduced it
to £66 10s.; but for 1903 he took the loan
indebtedness and did not deduct what
wight have been the nnexpended balances
of loan at that time. If T take the fizures
as supplied by a gentleman who certainly
has no interest in putting forward mis-
leading figures, I find that instead of the
loan indebtedness being £66 10s. per head
or £73 4s. 11d.. according to the fignres
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supplied by the Treasurer, it is, aceord-
ing to the Statisiical Register, £73 6s, 5d.
Of ¢ourse this is only a small difference,
but it shows the way iz which fgures are
iugpled and made to prove almost any-
thing. But it is a matter for very serious
consideration when we find this kind of
thing. T might explain in vegard to the
interjection made hy the member for
Swan a few minutes ago, and it is only
just that T should point it out, that I
took the annual interest payable per head
of the population as £2 15s. 10d., and
that is the highest rate of anv.

Mr, Jacoby: Tn Queensland it is £2
17s. 74d.

Mr. PRICE: Yes. Although in New
Sonth Wales it is £1 19s. 7d., and in
Vietoria £1 10s. 44., the average for all
the States is £2 1s. 8d., so that we are
paying something like 14s. 2d. more per
head each vear than the average for the
whole of the Australian States.

Mr. Jacoby: 1f youm look at the aver-
age rale of interest we are paying you
will tind we are one of the lowest.

Mr. PRICE: Tlat is so, but the dif-
fenence is not so pronounced as in the
other eases, The difference is less
than J5s. per head, whereas in the other
case theire s a difference of 14s. 24., so
that, afier all, no matter how much we
may jogele with fizaves, the position of
the Siale with vegard to its loans is
undoubtedly worse than that of any
other State. 1 have already pointed out
that it was very hard to follow the fig-
ures laid before the Chamber by the
Treasuver. It has beea said that one
can take fizures and make them prove
almost anything. After all, the most
reliable figures we can take are those
supplied by the Government Statistieian,
whe certainly has no interest in putting
forward misleading figures. In faet, were
he to attempt to mislead the people he
would make himself amenable to the Act
under whien he holds his appointment. T
have already pointed out that from 1901
to 1905 the loan experditure on publie
buildings, roads and brid=es, was prac-
tically nil, or totalled £1,250; but in 1906
on the two items of roads and bridges
and publie buildings there was neavly
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half a million pounds spent from lvan
funds; and during the same period the
loan expenditnre on railways and tram-
ways, harbours, rivers, lizhthouses, roads
and bridges, pnblic buildings, water sup-
plies and seweraze, development of gold-
ticlds and developinent of agriculture in-
creased from £372,000 to £1,028,000, an
inerease of £700,000 per annum in Joan
expenditore on these matters. [t might
he as well to point out that in some items
there hns been an extranrdinary decrease.
I refer parvticularly to the development
of our gold and mineral resources.
Whereas in 1907 a sum of €97,000 was
spent in the development of our wpold-
fields from loan fund, last year the
amonnt spent was £35,587, 1 take no ex-
eeption to the amount spent; T am mere-
|¥ pointing out thal there has been a big
decrease theve, yet we find the expendi-
ture from loan is eontinually on the in-
crease. Awny work that ean possibly be
charged to loan account is charged to
loan aceount, and every eflort is made by
the Government to so manipulate the
finances as to make it appear that their
expenditure is well within the limits of
their revenue, but it is palpable to any-
one who analyses the figures submitted
to us by the Treasurer that this squaring
of the ledgers has only been brought
abont by a wilful iransference to loan
account of charges that should be made
to revenue aceouni. This has been the
methad of finance adopted, and it is one
{o be deplored, and I hope the time will
not be long in coming when an alteration
will be made and we shall enter upon a
system of just, fair, and clean finance.
Now, let me refer briefly to the manper
in which the Premier has arrived at his
estimated surplus of £1,000, or, to give
him every penny of his estimated sur-
plus, £1,009. We find that the chief
increase in revenue estimated to be re-
ceived by the Treasnrer is in connection
with the railways. The Treasurer esti-
mates to reeeive an inerease of £106,603
Irom railways. We are told by the Treas-
urer that he considers we shall have that
increase because last year we had an in-
crease of £74,000, and during this year
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there will be a large number of other
railways opened up. Granted there will
be a large number of other railways
opened up, and that it is possible there
will be a large increase in the reeeipts
from our railways, increased receipts in-
volve inereased expenditure; and al-
though the Treasurer has anticipated a
net inerease of 50 per cent. over what
he secured last year——

The Minister for Mines: That is really
an under-estimate,

Mr. PRICE: It is really an under-
estimate, but what I am going to point
out is Lhe fact that this vear he has
only allowed for £44,000 in increased ex-
penditare in conneetion with our raii-
ways. Until during the last two or three
years it was the practice of the Govern-
ment of the day to provide out of rev-
enue for replacing obsolete rolling stock.
That has been wiped out, and this £44,000
inereased expenditure in connection with
the railways has to cover everything in
connection with the rolling stock, engines,
upkeep of existing lines, and all that kind
of work. Anyone who has followed the
conduet of railway administration during
the past two or three years must realise
that this State is taking a grave responsi-
bility in conmection with the management
of its railways. We are entting down ex-
penditnre in all directions. Let me here
anticipate the statement that the rate of
wages has been increased on our railways.
The Minister for Railways is looking over,
so T may as well anticipate. But, whilst
the average rate has bheen increased, the
efficiency of the staff has not been kept
commensurate with the inereased responsi-
bilities. We find that dwring last year
300 udd extra miles of railwavs were
opened up hut that the administration has
not provided sofficient for the working of
this additional length of railways. The
permanent way has not been kept in that
state of repair that it should have been
kept in, and that is a faet, if we are to
believe those whio are in a position to
judze. I am quite convinced of this, that
between Perth and Fremantle the per-
manent way is nol nearly as good to-day
as it was four years ago. The Minister
has only to sit in a raillway carriage be-
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tween these two places to become well
aware of that. One could ride along that
line at one time without feeling a jar or
a bump, but to-day it is one sueeession of
bumps indicating that the permanent way
is not kept in that state of elficiency
which was previously the ease, 1t is not
50 much in connection with the permanent
way as in connection with the engines and
rolling stock that grave danger exists
throngh the adoption of this cheese-paring
policy. We find that from this £44,000
increased expenditure there has to be pro-
vided inereased volling stoek which 1is
necessary to cope with the additonal
traffie, and as the Minister for Mines is
doubtless aware, last year on the Great
Southern line whilst eventually the in-
creased traffic was coped with, the Com-
missioner himself freely and publiely ad-
mitted that so great was the inerease that
it was almost impossible for him ¢ deal
with it, and that it will be almost impos-
sible to cope with it during the coming
season unless there is a large increase in
the number of engines and the ¢uantily
of rolling stock. To allow £44,000 is ab-
solutely rndiculons when we take into con-
sideration the fact that the Treasurer es-
timates that during the enrvent year there
will be an additional 529 miles of rail-
ways added to our working railways. Tf
we are going to inerease our mileage by
529 then we should require more than
£44,000 for the additional rolling stock
and engines necessary to work that in-
erease in our mileage. DBot, whilst the
amount estimated as inereased expenditure
is kept down, it helps the Treasurer to
bring down a Budget indicating that he
will have a surplus, and if there is a
areater surplus than that mentioned in his
speeeh, he will lay the credit to himself
for being such a splendid financier. Thus
he is misleading the people in the hope of
securing cerlain political benefils in time
to come. Let us see the little dodges. if
1 may so term them, which are warked Iy
the Treasurer in arriving a! the estimates
of his revenue and expenditure. T have
pointed ount in eonnection with our rail-
ways, that the amonnt mentioned for ex-
penditure is absolutely ridienlous if the
railways are to be kept in a proper state
of efficiency. If, when we had landreds
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of miles less uf railways than we have fo-
day, it needed a vote of from £30,000 to
£40,000 per annum for the renewal of ob-
solete rolling stock, how can we expect an
inerease of only £44,000 to-day to be suffi-
cient to deal with the very largely in-
creased expenditure whieh must arise not
only in eonnection with the rolling stoek
but in connection with the upkeep of rail-
ways generally. While on this matter, let
me point owt that last year when Jntro-
ducing the Estimates the Treasurer esti-
mated that his revenue frem publie works
and buildings—that is rents other than
lIands, hire of dredges, traffie receipts from
railways under econsirueiion, Broome
water supply, eicetera, would he £9,500.
As a matter of tact he received £21,591,
or anh inerease of £11,801. The biggest
itemn of revenne under that heading came
from traffic receipts from railways under
construction. Last year the total length
of railways constructed was 300 odd miles,
I am speaking from memory now. This
vear the Treasurer tells ns that the con-
strnetion will amovat to an additional 529
miles. If we are going o have increased
railway construction, we might assnme
that we shall have inereased revenue from
those works during construetion. but in-
stead, we find the Treasurer estimating
his receipts from the sonrces I have named
this year at £10,000. Although there will
be a large increase in the number of works
wiich are revenve-producing, we find that
he reduces his estimate frorn what he ac-
tually received Jast year by over one-half.
{ne might reasonably ask why it is, or
hew it is, that such a reduetion has been
made. The reason thereof is somewhait
sienificant. When railways are con-
stimeted by the Public Works Department
the revenue derived therefrom is passed
into the Consolidated Revenue of the
‘State, but when the railways are con-
strnated by contractors those outside con-
tractors collect the revenue which comes
from the line. Tt would be interesting to
know, whether, when the Government are
dealinz with these tenders, they take into
consideration the amount of money re-
ceived on account of carriage during the
course of consirucfion, becanse we have
evidence that it is a considerable amount,
and shonld certainly be taken into con-
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sideration when the Government are deal-
ing with the matter of departmental as
opposed to private eonstraction of public
works, particularly railways. 1 musi pro-
teet against the Premier laying before this
House estimates which are palpably ris-
leading. Take another item, Lands and
Sorveys, and we find that last vear the
estimate of the Treasurer from lands and
surveys, survey fees, etcetera, was £16,500
and the actual receipts were £20,994. Yet
what do we find the Treasurer doing on
this oceasion? JIf we are going to have
that progressive land development policy
which we are always learing Ministers
brag about, and if it is to continue, then
we sbould naturally assume that the
returns from lands and surveys, and
survey fees pavticularvly, would keep
well up to the average of last year,
and we would assume that the Treasurer
in submitting his estimate would say “We
secured last vear £20,994 from lands and
surveys, and as we are determined to keep
this developmental poliey of ours going
I can estimate that we shall receive the
same amount, or nearly the same amount,
during the cuwrrent year” But what do we
find the Treasurer doing? We find that
he estimates that from that souree he will
receive €12,000 or a reduction of £8,000
¢ompared with what he actually received
last year, and it is by such figure-faking
as this that the Treasurer persistently and
conststently endeavours to mislead mem-
bers with regard (o fhe finanees of the
Stale. There are many other matters in
vonnection witlh the Estimates of revenue
lo which I might rvefer, but I doubt not
many of the members of this Chamber
will speak upon thew. and they will all
be properly thrashed out before the
item which we are at present discussing
is eventually dealt with. Turning to
Public Accounts submitted 1o this Flonse
at the same time as the TIstimates, we
find some rather interesting items, Qune
of the frst things which meets my eye is
the item: “By advances to be recovered,
No. 1, Denmark stores, £3,248 1s. 6d.”
Tf that item represents anything, it repre-
sents certain grass seeds upon which the
rats and mice have been having a fine old

feed during ithe past couple of years. 1
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do not know any other stores at Denmark.
How we are going to recover that poriion
of the item I do not know, but I take it
that will be the largest portion of Lhis
£3,248. | was at Denmark a few days
ago and saw there something like 10 tons
of grass seed stored in a shed, and upon
this grass seed the rats and mice were
having a fine old feast. We are informed
the advances wpon this may be recovered;
yet when settlers ask to purchase any of
it they are distinetly told, “No; you can-
not have it.” Evidently the Government
prefer, or the officers of the department
conlrolled by the Minister for Lands and
Agrieulture prefer, to allow rats and mice
feed on the grass rather than let the
settlers have it at a reasonable price.

Mr. Johnson: It 1s paid for ont of
loan, so it is all right.

Mr. PRICE: I am reminded that this
is auother item of the frenzied finance
tndulged in by the present Adminisira-
tion—buying grass seed with borrowed
money to stow it in a shed at Denmark
in order that the rats and mice may feast
upon it. There is one item here in regard
to which I would like some information.
I have endeavoured to obtain some know-
ledge as to what is meant by if, and per-
haps the Minister fot Lands, if he deigns
to speak on the Estimates, may give us
some information with regard to the item,
“ringbarking stores, credit £3,539 16s.
147

The Minister for Lands: They are re-
funds—stores sold.

Mr. Johnson: Mostly bad debts.

Mr. PRICE: I am inclined to agree
with the member for Guildford that they
are mostly bad debts, but I am not pre-
pared at present to say that. I hope the
Minister will give us some information
on if. As regards the Denmark stores, I
sought the information first hand myself.

Mr. Heitmann: Oh, there is no harm
in it.

Mr. PRICE: I do not say there is, so
long as the people do not buck. But I
trust the day wili not be long in coming
when the people will buek at this kind of
finance, and buck so effectively that
there will be a complete change in ad-
ministration.
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Mr. Johnson: They are only waiting
for the opportunity to change it now.

Mr. PRICE: They are hardly likely to
get thal opportunity while the Minister
for Lands hangs on. I refer to these two
items because one of them in particular
has come directly under my own notice,
and I certainly think the second one
requires some explanation. Now, whilst
touching on the Lands Department, and
while the Minister is here and sems to be
displaying a little interest in what is
transpiring, I may take the opportunity
of protesting against the aelion of the
present Qovernment in connection with
the statement of veceipts and expenditure
as placed before members in regard to the
Agriculiaral Lands Purchase Act. We
have here, in No. 37 of the publie ae-
counts, a statement that by no easuistry
can be regarded as either fair or reason-
able; nor can any hon. member arvive at
a definite coneclusion with regard to the
operations on any one of the estates men-
tioned. It is supposed to bhe a statement
of receipts and expenditure, but a balance
sheet it absolutely is not. Because if we
are to take it as it appears before us we
should conclude that there has been
£214,275 19s. (d. spent in connection with
repurchased estates, If members will
look it up they will find that the purchases
amonnt to £164,226 10s, 3d., and survey
expenses, interest, etcetera, to £50,049 9s.
3d., making a total expenditure in econ-

nection with repurchased estates of
£214,275 19s, 6d.
Mr. Aungwin: Does that include the

Avondale estate?

Mr. PRICE: You inquire later on; I
lave not reached the Avondale estate yet.
We find against this expenditure that de-
bentures have been issned to the amount
of £164,226 10s. 3d., which item corres-
ponds with the purchase money of the
estates. Then, when we come to the re-
ceipts allegedly received from this estate,
we find that they have been £111,125 6s,,
which indicates that there has been a very
considerable loss in cenneetion with these
repurchased estates.  The fact is we
are only shown here the actual moncy
received, and no account has been taken
of the purchase money not yet paid. Con-
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sequently, the slatement is absolutely
worthless.

The Minister for Lands: This is
cash statement.

Mr, PRICE: But hon. members require
to know, not onky what cash is received,
but our actoal position in regard to these
repurchased estates.

The Minister for Lands: The unnder
seeretary’s report will give yon that.

Mr. PRICE: No. If the Minister will
look up the under seeretary’s report he
will find that it does not give us the names
of each estate and what has been the full
financial operations in conection with each
estate. It is a matter that -certainly
should be laid before the Chamber, par-
tienlarly in view of the faet——

The Minister for Lands: I think you
will fiud it there.

Mr. PRICE: I have looked and I can-
not find it——partienlarly in view of
the fact that a very large sum from Loan
Funds is being expended on snrveys in
connection with wnot ouly repurchased
estates, but lands generally. The expendi-
ture of Loan Funds on surveys is a pro-
position against which I desire fo protest
most emphatieally. This is a work whieh,
to my mind, certainly should be paid for
from revenue, for the reason that ihe
Government charge survey fees immedi-
ately the land is taken up. I realise a
certain amount of survey is conducted
and the land not taken up; but that is
one of the main arguments against pay-
ing for it out of loan, because there has
been, and in a State such as this there
must of necessity be, a large area of land
surveyed whieh will not be taken up for
many years {o come,

“The Minister for Lands: You will find
it on page 24

Mr. PRICE: All estates?

The Minister for Lands: Yes; a le-
tailed report.

Mr. PRICE: AN right. The trouble
is that this money has been expended
from loan and in a certain percentage of
cases the money will never be refunded.
While it will be refunded in respect to
that land which has been taken unp, the
Minister knows there are hundreds of
holdings which have heen surveyed but

{he
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which will not be taken up for years io
come. ’

The Minister for Lands: Repurcha~ed
estates? .

Mr. PRICE: Noj; I am not dealing with
repurchased estates just now. But even
on such areas there is sometimes land not
taken up.

The Minister for Lands: Not much of
it.

Mr. PRICE: ! admit there is not much
of i, but 1 know of one place where some
of the land has not been taken up. I
am not complaining so mueh m regard
to repurchased estates; still I would like
to see a detailed account of our operations
in connection with repurchased estates,
and T wust protest against the expendi-
tore of Loan Funds for the purpose of
surveying land. T think it is a practice
which cannot be too strongly condemned,
one that cannot be justified uuder any
eircumstances whatever. The reason put
forward was that we did not desire to
overburden the settler. What benefit does
the seitler get from the fact that the sur-
vey is paid for out of loan? It only
serves to cnecourage the Government in
charging. as they have been doing, to
Loan ¥und works which undoubtedly
should he charged to revenue. That is
the position, and T trust the Minister- for
Lands will endeavour to induce his col-
leagues to allow him to unse revenue in-
stead of loans for the purpose mentioned,
because we know that revenue from land
is continually inereasing. It is expeeted
that the amount thus received this year
will exceed what was reeeived last year.
I take it the Minister expecis to receive
more revenue f{rom land this vear than
he did last year.

The Minister for Lands: Certainly.

Mr. PRICE: Then how vcomes it that
the Treasurer is under-estimating ihe
amount? The Treasurer has estimated
tfrom lands and surveys £8,994 less than
was received last year. The Minister for
Lands unwittingly confirmed the stare-
ment I made just before he entered the
Chamber, when I said the Estimates were
misleadine.  The Minister now admits
that,



[25 Novemger, 1910.]

The Minister for Lands: We have sold
‘the land at Bullfinch, yon know.

My, PRICE: There again, the Govern-
ment were particularly lucky, and I ean
only regret there are not a few more Bull-
finches.

Mr. Walker: There is the Chaffinch.

Mr. PRICE: Yes: and we may have
a few more birds of the same character;
I sincerely hope we do. I realise the pre-
sent Administration will use the windfall
they have received to further their own
political ambition.  Yef ultimately the
<country must benefit, despite the faet that
we have the present Government in power.,
I find that the Treasurer estimates that
the wheat harvest this year will be from
eight to nine million bushels as against
5,600,000 bushels last year, an increase
of nearly 90 per cent., and yet we have
Estimates placed before us which do not
include any provision for coping with
that enormous increase in the railway
trafic.

EMem»ber: The estimate may not come
(Ol

Mr. PRICE: I am showiug the abso-
lute fallacy of the figures. I[f the esti-
mate dves come off, then the Minister has
failed in his duty so far as the Estimates
for our railways are concerned, and if
it does not come off he has failed to give
the Committee the reliable information
that we are entitled to expeet.

The Minister for Lands:
wrong§

Mr. PRICE: If the Minister had been
in the Chamber all along, he would have
known what is wrong. The Treasurer
has failed to make adequate provision
for the upkeep of our railways, and al-
though there is only an allowance of
£44000 for increased expenditure on the
system, we are told that the harvest will
be nearly doubled. I hope that it will
be, and I believe that there will be a big
increase, but I fear that, owing to the
cheese-paring policy of the Government
and their frantie desire to show a profit
at all costs, the railways will fail to cope
with the increased traffic. I am quite
convinced that the agricultural industry
has developed at an enormous rate, but
whilst the Government recognise on the

What is
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one hand that extraordinary inerease,
they persistently refuse on the other hand
to recognise the neeessity for coping with
that increase. A mere £44,000 is to be
the additional expenditure in conneetion
with our railways,

The Minister for
ample,

Mr. PRICE: How can the Minisier
say that it will he ample when he knows
that on the Great Sonthern line last year
there was continual congestion?

The Minister for Works: Why did you
not iform the Minister?

Mr. PRICE: Why shonld T inform
him when he was very well aware of
it?  The

Lands: 1t will be

‘ommissioner  used  every
effort and  did  magnilicent  work
in trving  to copr with the
tratfie, but the (iovernment foreed

him to do the work withont providing
him with the materials with whieh to do
it. They are asking the Commissioner
this year to cope with nearly double the
wheat harvest of last vear and to con-
trol an extra 530 miles of railway.

The Minister for Lands: That is very
vood, is it not?

Mr. PRICE: I am not condemning
that, hut I am eondemning the Govern-
ment in asking the Commissioner to do
that extra work withont providing him
with the funds with which to dn it. We
are told that practically the whole of the
£44,000 is required for the renewal of
the volling stock destroyed at Midland
Junetton.

Mr. O'Loghlen: We want hundreds of
additional wagous also.

Mr. PRICE: And they will probably
have to be provided ont of T.oan Funds,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Why not?

Mr. PRICE: 1t is a most ridiculous
and reckless method of econducting the
finances of the State. I doubt not for
one moment that this Government will
endeavour to pay for tlhe necesary rolling
stock ont of loan. T do net intend te
deal at any lenglh with the variouns de-
partments because the items will be dealt
with as we reach them, and one ean wiih
far orveater effect deal with them when
they arve directly hefore the House than
now, -
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Mr. O'Loghlen: There is not much
time to deal with them in extenso before
Christmas.

Mr. PRICE: If we cannot deal with
them before Christmas we will be able to
deal with them before Easter. I believe
we can deal with them before the next
finaneial year eommences, and if we do
not, it will not mueh matter to the Gov-
ernment; the TLoan funds are always
available, and when questions are asked
Ministers ean tell us with a broad iliu-
minating smile, such as 1 see on the face
of the Minister for Tands, that we are
progressing.

The Minister for Lands: So we are pro-
gressing,

Mr. PRICE: I wish I could progress
half as well as the hon, Minister has pro-
gressed. 1 wounld like to refer for a mo-
ment to the increased expenditure of
£17,225 for edueation. I find the Trea-
surer pointing out that this inerease is due
to the extension of educational facilities
in the agrienltural arveas, to the opening
of a modern school in Perth, the exten-
sion of ¢ontinuation and technical sehools,
and the general inerease in (eachers’
salaries, He did not mention it, bui it
may be that the Government intend to
build the University also out of rthis
£17,000.

The Attorney General: Buildings are
not ineluded in that; they are on the
‘Works estimate. .

Mr. Walker: What is the £17,000 for?

The Attorney General: Salaries largely.

Mr. PRICE: I am pleased that the
Minister made that interjeetion. 1 as-
summed that the £17,000 would inelude
buildings, but if it refers chiefly to sala-
ries I have no fault to find with it, al-
though it is by no megns execessive in
view of the need for the extension of edn-
cational facilities in the agrieunltural
areas. At the present time there is ample
room for a big advance in that direction.
Whilst I recognise that gzood work has
been done, we must not allow it to lag be-
hind, beeause one of the first things a de-
sirable settler will inquire into before tak-
ing up land in a distriet is as to whether
any educational faeilities exist for his
ehildren. J would not object to a very
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big increase for this work even if it had
to come from loan, because the education
of the children is a matter to which we
cannot pay too much attention. There
is just one other matter I may refer to
before closing. I regret that (he Govern-
ment have not carried out the implied
promise given in this Chamber last year
when the Estimates were before ns tn re-
duce an item, which may he termed super-
fluous in conneetion with the conduet of
the business of this (hamber. If our
national Parliament can earry on, and if
the President of the National Senate and
the Speaker in the House of Representa-
lives can conduct the business of their
Chambers with decorum aud dignity,
withoul being arrayed in horsehair wigs
and gowns, and without being atfended
by a gentleman such as the Sergeant-at-
Arms, I certainly think this Chamber van
do the same.

Mr, Collier: We have shown the need
for onr Sergeant-at-Arns; he has justi-
fied his position.

Mr. PRICE: Last year I protesied
against this item apearing on the Esti-
moates, and there certainly was an implied
promise by the then Premier that reason-
able notice should be given to the present
aocenpanl of the post of Sergeant-at-
Arms, and that during the ensuing year
the matter would be inguired into with
the objeet of reducing the expenditure.

Sitting suspended from 1 till 2.30 p.m.

Mr. PRICE: Just privr to the adjourn-
ment I was preparing to deal partica-
larly with the departments, but before
proveeding further in that matter may I
again toneh on the railway developmental
poliey, or so-called poliey of the present
Government. T term it the so-called policy
because there is no definite policy, nor
has there been anything in the nature of
a definite policy with regard to our rail-
way development on the part of the pre-
sent Government. They wait for settle-
ment to come along, and if the outery is
sufficiently loud they immediately start
about the construction of a railway to
still the clamour of the settlers, In proof
of my statement that there is no settled
poliey. and to show. moreaver. that the

-
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dack of a definite policy is very seriously
hampering the advisory board in their
‘work, I bave only to read to the House
.a part of the last clause of the report of
the advisory board on the matter of rail-
way construction in the country east of
the Great Southern Railway. Clause 8
«of their report reads—

As a svstew of spur railways to serve
the eountry east of the Great Southern
Railway had been initiated, we have
heen foreed to recommend their exten-
sion; bhut we are of opinion that in
future, before any further spuors are
projected, a comprehensive system
should be laid down, as we are unani-
mously in favour of a system of laop
lines in preference to spurs.

“The position amounts to this, that in this
‘bhaphazard, slap-dash style of doing busi-
ness, responsible officers ind themselves
forced through stress of cireumstances to
send in a report they do not agree with.
They say they do not agree with this sys-
tem, but they are forced to make certain
recommendations becanse of something
which has been done aud which thereby
-enrtails and ¢ramps a scheme they would
be prepared to submit, a scheme which
they consider would be in the hest in-
terests of the State and which would be
of a comprehensive character comlined
with a definite policy on the part of the
Government. I trust the recommenda-
tions of the advisory board in this con-
neetion will receive due consideration
from the (fovernmenf. Some years ago,
in 1904 T think, there was a definite rail-
way developmental poliey placed before
the House, hut the present Government
-did not agree with that policy. beeause it
was caleulated Eo serve the hest interests
of the State without regard to the desirve
of any partienlar supporters of the Gov-
emment, or any other individuals. The
State came frst in that report, bul, as
usual, where the present Administration
is concerned, the interests of the State
had to be subordinated to the desires of
their immediate supporters, and as a re-
sult that definite policy was abandoned;
and to-day we have the advisory board.
appointed by the present Government,
condemning their system and telling us
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they are forced to do something which
they would not do were the eircumstances
not as they are at present. This lack of
system In eonneelion with our railway
developmental policy seems to apply also
with equal foree to our agricultural de-
velopraeni, because we find the Minister
for Agriculture spending the whole of
his lime, or at all events n very lavge part
of his {tme, talking very ineessantly about
wheat-growing, one seetion of agrienitural
development, and paying very little atten-
tion to any other section. Were the Min-
ister alive to the possibilities of the South
West, tlie time would not be long in com-
ing when we should have hundreds of
dairy farms aloeng the South-West coast
but the point from which that develop-
ment should start is beibe cramped, and
its progress retarded, because lhe Minis-
ter desires to cloak over and cover up his
mistakes in connection with the admio-
istration of his department. I vefer par-
ticularly to the Denmark estate. That
should bave been the siarting point for
the development of onr Sowth-West dairy-
ing lands, and undoabtedly a splendid
starting point it would have made; but
what do we find? The Minister places up-
on the Denmark lands such a charge that
it is impossible for settlers to make a

“suecess of their holdings, and thereby he

checks the settlers going on to the lands
in that distriet, or further west trom it,
to open up the splendid area which ex-
tends from Bridgetown right through to
Denmark, The Minister veadily admits we
have there a very large area of land equal
to any of the dairy land in any part of
Australia, vet at present it is lying praec-
tieally idle for no other reason than that
we bave no definite policy, because we are
aiming nowhere, simply drifting along.
The drift is with ns at present; but sup-
pose the drift sets in in the other diree-
tion, suppose the Government were forced
to do from revenue what they are now
doing from loan, then we should be eom-
pelled te formulate some definite poliey;
and it is before ibe drifting sets in in the
opposite direction to what it is at the
present time, that I desire the Minister
to set ont some definite policy and have
some definite goal which he aims to reach.
It is no good talking about the dairving
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industry unless we are prepared te do
something. Going around to these little
agricultural shows and gatherings of that
kind, and talliing about the possibilities
of the South-West will not eause a single
pound of butter to be produced, nor eause
a single settier to take up land. But if the
Minister will admit that he has made
errors in conmection with the development
of the Denmark estate, and will. at once
be honest with members of the House, and
tell us he has made mistakes, and that
it 38 desirable in the interests of the
dairying indnstry and in the interests of
the Sfate generally that there shonld bhe
a big reduction in the charge which he is
making for the Denmark lands, so as to
induce people to take up these lands and
develop them. he would be moving in the
right direction and doing that which must
inevifably cause a very large influx of
population into that seetion of the State.
I sincerely hope the Minister will serionsly
consider the sugmestion I have made in
eonneetion with the Denmark estate, be-
cause if that estate is retarded. as it has
been retarded by the maladministration
of the Lands Department, it will eon-
tinue to check the progress of the Sounfh-
West portion of the State and the Den-
mark estate also. Let the Demmark estate
go nhead, let us have there hundyeds of
thriving and prosperous settlers and
they will induce others to zo there. It ean
he done if we lift the burden from the
settlers, which the Minister has already
laid apon them. Now, just let me briefly
refer to the proposed expenditure in eon-
neetion with the various departments, We
are told the Government have granted
increases thronghout the civil service, 1
spent some little time going through the
Estimates placed before ns; and without
poinr through the smaller items. T desire
to draw the attention of members to the
remarkable faect that practieally every
head of a depariment has heen granted a
very substantial increase; and where from
£50 to £100 increases have been piven to
heads of departments, one hezins to donbt
whether proportionate inereases have
heen pranted to the lower grades of omw
civil servants. Right throughout the Esti-
mates we find the heads of departments
with very substantial increases. The man-
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ager of the Government Savings Bank
receives an incrense of £50.

The Minister for Mines: He deserves it.

Mr. PRICE: I do not say that the gen-
tlemen who have been granted these sub-
stantial inereases are not, in some cases,
worthv of them, but 1 desire to emphasise
the faet that it is not always the head of
the department only who is worth the
inerease. In many cases heads of depart-
ments have built up their reputations at
the expense of those under them, and if
the inereases were placed in a proper
quarter they would be for junior elerks
who are doing the work which heads are
supposed to do.

Mr, Walker: Do you not know it is the
heads of departments who govern the
State?

Mr, PRICE: Judging from these Es-
timates there may be some justifieation
for that remark, because if these gentle-
wen are governing the 8tate they are very
liberal to themselves. At all events they
have had wmore honesty or pluck than
wembers of the Chamber, who are not
prepared to vote inereases for themselves.
These gentlemen lave, on the other band,
persistently dene it throughout the ser-
vice. There is an inerease of £25 to the
Government (ieolenist. and for the Chief
Inspector of Machinery, Mr. Matthews,
an inerease of €60.

The Minister for Mines: That is last
vear’s inerease.

AMr. Seaddan: Witlwat anthority,

'The Minister for Mines: [t was the re-
snlt of the appeal hoard.

Mr. PRICE: The engineer in charge
of the Mines Water Supply is to receive
an increase of £50. but the most remark-
able increase of the lot ix one that T
certainly shall require, and T think every
hon. member will require, some informa-
tion aboni

The Minister for Mines: The hon.
member cannot refer to the items at this
stage.

Mr. PRICE: I am only referring to
them as showing the trend of the policy
of the present (tovernment. The particu-
lar item that 1 was going to refer to is
an increase (o the Under Seecretary for
Taunds of <3 1 tind that it is propused
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to increase that gentleman’s salary from
£630 to £700, and so it is right through.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
is hardly in order in referring to the
items; he can refer to the departments
generally.

Mre, PRICH: One can havdly refer
generally without referring to the items
as showing the general trend of the Gov-
ernment’s policy, which is to give to
those who Lave. The lhigher the
‘‘serews’’ the surer are they of an in-
crease, and in the Estimates we have he-
fore us these increases have been given
almost withoul exception to the heads
of departments. However, I do not de-
sire to deal with the items. but simply to
draw attention to the trend of the poliey
of the Government. T wmay, I think, be
allowed to refer to the action of the
Government regarding outdoor relief, and
this is not the only case. If the truths
which I am utlering are too much for
the feelings of the Minister for Mines,
I will spare him for the present, but
these truths will only be bottled up until
a later stage. While the present Gov-
ernment have been increasing by haund-
some amounts the salaries of the heads
of departments, they have taken from
the indigent poor of the State the money
so to do. They have cut down ouidoor
relief, and have completely wiped out
of the Estimates all provision fer the
indigent poor of our hospitals. The pal-
try amount last year was £1,5300; this
year the poor in our hospitals, so far as
the Government are concerned, can lie
and rot. If the Government have any
feelings of compassion for the poor of
the State, where are they? 'The item
has been completely cut ont. Last vear
we provided £2,300 for the indigent
palients in the hospitals, and of that
amount £2,203 was expended. This year
there is no vote whatever for that pur-
pose.

The Minister for Mines:
you later on that there 1s.

Mr. PRICE: If there is, I have not
been able to find it. If it is by such
means as these that the iieads of depart-
menis are {o secure their inereases, I

1 will show
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say it is time that some very draslie
and definite steps were taken in connee-
tion with these matters. I do mot in-
tend to speak upon this matter further.
I have entered my protest agninst the
practice of the Government using loan
funds where they should use revenue,
and I have alsv protested aguinst a laek
of definite and compiehensive vailway
development policy. and I have ex-
pressed the need for a definite asrieul-
tural development poliey. With regard
to the conduet of departmental affairs,
I shall deal with it when we veach (he
items. In the meantime I trust before
we proceed with the items we shall have
syme assurance from the Governinent
that they intend to let us have a little
more definiteness when (he Fstimales
ave laid before us, and give us an as-
surance Lhat they will endeavour Lo aler
their wuys in regard to dealing wilh loan
fands. and (he expenditure from such
funds.

Mr. A. A. WILSON (Collie): I feel
I would be lacking in my duty if T did
not say a few words with regard to the
Budget on this occasion. I see the Chair-
man smiling because he feels that he will
derive much amusement from the dialect
in which I shall make my remarks. I
wish at the outset to congratulate the
country and the Giovernment on the pro-
gress made doring last year in the agm-
caltural and mining districts, and in re-
gard to mining, the, coal industry partien-
larly. With regard to the eoal, I oniy
want to say that I would not have named
this industry in these few remarks but for
the fact that certain interjeetions were
made during the Treasurer’s speech which
I think were altogether out of place. In
speaking of the increase in the coal min-
ing trade, the Treasurer stated that there
was something like an inerease of 10,000
tons of coal when an interjection was
made by an hon. member that this in-
crease was brought about by exceptional
eircumstances. | grant that some of the
circumstances were exceptional, but at the
present time the trade is improving every
month, and honestly speeaking I ean say
that Collie coal is now finding its way on
the market on its own merits. T desire to
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inake a statement of the monthly progress
of coal sinee January, 1909, and to quote
the figures for the corresponding months
of 1his year for purposes of comparison
in order to let members see how the indus-
{ry has progressed. In January, 1909,
11,480 tons were produced as against
28,357 tons in Jamuary of the present
year, represenling a tolal incresse of
17,377 tons. In February, 1909, the out-
put was 14,311 tons, and in Februnary
this year it was 24,684 tons, an inerease in
favour of February of this year of 10,173.
Tn the month of Marech—and I may add
that the Newecastle coal dispute terminated
in March of this year—the figures were
16,826 tons in 1909 as against 25427 for
March of this year, an inerease of 8,601
tons. In April of last year the output
was 16,723 tons as against 23,563 this
year, an increase of 6,840 tons. In May
of last year the output was 15,016 tons,
and in May of this year 21,426 lons, an
inerease of 6,410 tons. In June of last
year 17,659 bons were produced as against
23,535 tons, an increase of 5,876 tons.
Then, in July, the increase is not gnuite
so large. Im July, 1909, the output was
18,112 tons, and in July of this year it
was 19,143 dons, the inerense being 1,031
tons, In August of last year the output
was 17,951 sons, and in Aungust of this
year it was 21,209 tons, an increase of
3,258 tons. In September of last year it
was 14,869 tons as against 20,061, an in-
crease in favour of this year of 5192
tons. T consider these fipures speak for
themselves, and show fhat while the New-
castle strike did assist the Collie coal trade
to some extent

The Minister for Mines: It gave it an
mmpetos, and now we are holding it.

Mr. WILSON: Before the strike eame
along the industry was inereasing, but
there is no getting away from the fact
that the Newaastle strike did shove it
along. Now the industry is proceeding
by leaps and bounds, and I hope that in
the near future the output will be twice
what it is at the present time. With re-
gard to the bunkering trade, I want to
quote a few fiznres for the last three vears.
In 1907 only three years ago it was 1,447
tons; in 1908 it increased to 9,612 tons,
while last vear the total was 85,547 tons.
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I believe the increase for the present year
will be something over 100,000 tons.
Speaking of the export trade, and the
bunkering trade, I want to refer to the
question of proper inspection of the eoal
for oversea purposes, and the sooner the
Govemnment attends to that matter the
better it will be for all eoncerned. I drew
attention to this last year, and I thought
at that time that the Minister wounld have
moved in the matter and got something
done, but at the present time we rigidly
inspeet the timber which is going out of
the country, and the wheat, but nothing is
done with regard to coal.

Mr. Angwin: They do not inspeet the
wheat.

Mr. A, A, WILSON: T saw the
hon. member for East Fremantle in-
specting wheat the other morning, and
he spoke rather adversely of it, and
expressed the hope that something
would be done. With rezard to the
inspeetion of eoal 1 have already
referred to the matter, and expressed the
opinion that a eompany which supplies
inferior coal or dirt to any oversea vessel,
or for bunkering, in my opinion shounld
have their leases {aken away from them
by the Government irrespective of what
harm it might do that company. When
T referred to the matter on the last ocea-
sion T offered to show to the Government
places in mines where the dirt from the
roof was absolutely blown down. T econld
take an inspector, or even the Minister
for Mines down a certain mine in Collie
where these places have been worked out
years before and show that while the New-
castle strike was in progress the manage-
ment sent down shooiers to blow down
the coal for the purpose of sending it
away in vessels. These are absolute facts,
and I could show at the present time
where this kind of thing has been done
Surely that will be sufficient for the Gov-
ernment to take some heed of. 1 trust
the Minister will do something in the
matter, becanse by taking steps to stop
so bad a practice he would be doing good
{o the country at large.

The Minister for Mines: You wonld
have thought they were sending it 1o a
smelter.



Mr. A. A, WILSON: Yes. It is hard
for me to stand up and condemn an in-
dustry which I represent, but I think it is
my duty to condemn the existence of such
nefarious practices. We want to protect
the worker as well as the companies. With
regard to the railway consumption of coal
I should be failing in my duty if I did
not advocate the exclusive use of Collie
eoal on the Government railways. In my
opinion it is justifiable, and we ought to
be sufficiently patriotic to pot it into
effect. Reports have been put about con-
eerning the origin of bush fives, but I
think the origin of the bush fires has
never yet been satisfactorily explained.
There was a fire at Geraldlon last yeaw,
but that was cansed by want of proper
spark arresters.

The Minister for Mines:
over the diffienlty yet.

Mr. A. A, WILSON: I hope it will
be soon, because the more the Govern-
ment use the eoal the more encourage-
ment do they offer to others to use it.
1 will admit the Government have done
good work in this respeet, but there is
still room for improvement. I want o
say a word about the critieism heard
from time to time concerning the
increase in the price given
for Collie Coal. It has to be remem-
bered that while Collie coal has increased
in priee by 1s. 8%%d., the price of im-
ported coal has increased by 7s, 8l4d.
Newcastle coal has risen in three years
time from 15s. 4d. to0 23s. 034d., while
in the same period Collie coal has risen
from 8s. 94. to 10s, 54d., or on increase
of 1s. 8%%d., as agninst an increase of
7s. 8l%d. per ton. In my opinion that is
rather good Dbusiness for the Govern-
ment, however much the crities may econ-
demn it, because it gives the Govern-
ment a fair fuel at a fair price. I want
to speak on the matter of the inspec-
tor’s reports in regard to accidents. T
find that the inspector has reported on
the accidents, but he does not, in my
opinion, put the ease quite clearly. He
tries to belitile the acutdents because he
does not consider them serious. There
are other men besides the inspeetor who
have had many years experience in eoal

We will get
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mines, and they arve of opinion thai it
is not necessary for a man to have his
leg cut off before you can call it a seri-
ous aceident. In his report the inspee-
tor says—

There were no fatal aceidents dur-
ing the year. The non-fatal aceidents
totalled 79, 49 of which were classed
as ‘‘serious’’ and 30 as ‘‘minor.”’ Of
the accidents, 15 veeurved on the sui-
face. Tive were caused by ‘‘falls,’’
and 59 were ‘‘miscellaneous under-
ground.?””  Many of the aeccidents
classed as serious cannoi reasonably
be considered as sueh, as shown by {he
faet that in eight cases the injuries
were “‘eontusion of finger,”’ but as
the injured persous were ineapaeitated
for a forlnighl or more, with vur sys-
tem of classification they come within
the category of ‘‘seriouns.”’

Well, T have known of fingers being lost,
andl the doetor generally putz down
““contusion of finger’’ in the certificate
he gives.

The Minister for Mines: Would not
your better course be lo introduce these
details on the Mines Estimates? I would
then bLe able to enter into them with
you. We will have a general dehate on
the Mines Estimates,

Mr. A. A, WILSON: I am only speak-
ing generally on the matter. I do not
agree with the definition of the inspee-
tor as to serious accidents. Afier all,
the inspeetor is only one who by favour-
itism has secured a position to which,
perhaps, the ability of olther men gave
them at least an equal right. I do not
say this because the present inspector
is in his position, but I want to show
that there has been unfairness in the
matter of proseeutions, For example, the
inspeetor says—

Another colliery manager was fned
5s., with costs 2s. for having men
working underground for  lenger
peviods than allowed by the Statute.
A manaver has to pay 5s. and 2s. ex-

penses, There were practically three cases
in that one case. I went to a good bit of
trouble in reporting other cases to the
State Mining Engineer, Mr, Montgomery,
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and I got into bad odonr over it; and
liere in the cases put forward we have the
manager paying 5s. and 2s, or 2s 4d.
for each case. Practically speaking, if
a manager is going to be let off for snch
a small fine it is no deterrent against his
repeating the offence.

The Minister for Mines: Was il a first
offence?

Mr. A. A, WILSON: VYes; the first
offence he was convicted of, but not the
first he was brought up on. I Dave
known offenders fined 26s. for the lirst
offence. When dealing with the items
of the Estimates I shall endeavour to ob-
jeet to one man being engaged in the
dual acpacity of inspector of mines and
inspeetor of railways. In my opinion it
is unfair to the eompany, to the Govern-
ment, and to the men who work under
the company’s manager. For example, an
inspecetor of mines way go down a mine
and find the ventilation insufficient: and
the next day he may come along and fell
the manager the veatilation will have to
be improved. There may be a few words
between the manager and the inspector,
and the job may be finished to the satis-
faction of the inspector. Then he comes
along again in the capacity of railway in-
spector and demands an improvement in
the quality of the coal being furnished.
In my opinion, the inspeetor of coal
should not he at the same time the inspee-
tor of ventilation. In passing I want to
say a few words in regard to the timber
industry. The member for Forrest will
be able to deal exclusively with this ques-
tion, but as I have a few timber workers
in the Collie electorate I feel I shall not
he trenching upon my friend’s preserves
by touching upon this matter. I am
pleased to note that the timber industry
is poing ahead by leaps and bounds, and
at the present time we are exporting more
timber and paying better wages than ever
before. But while we have reazon for
satisfaction in this regard there is one
point which I wounld like to see settled
upon an improved hasis. namely, the pro-
vision of eompensation for widows and
children of those who have lost their lives
in the industry in years past. I have in
mind the ease of a widow and four child-
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ren now in Victoria, whose bnsband and
tather was killed while working timber
on the new concession at Collie. Being
partly a contracior, earning so much for
s0 many sleepers a day, he did not come
under the Workers’ Compensation Act
and, consequently, his widow and children
are now praclically starving. I think a
royalty should he put on all export tim-
ber in order to provide a fund from which
such widows and orphans could be com-
pensated and provided for for at least
ronte little time,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Why not bring these
workers under the Workers' (ompensa-
tion Act?

Me, A, A, WILSOX: If that conld he
done I shounld be very pleased. but fail-
ing that T think some other steps should
be taken to provide for the widows and
orphans, [ notice with pleasure that
the Premier intends to complete certain
railways; they shall have my support.
On the question of the Wagin-Darkan
railway, personally speaking, I should be
pleased to see that project postponed for
a certain time becanse, in my opinion,
that railway shonld not go in the direc-
tion followed by the survey. If it be put
on the list for constructton T shall de
my best to have it postponed for a eertain
period. One more subjeer, and I am fin-
ished. I eome to the question of coronial
inquiries. One justice of the peace in
Collie, Mr. John Johns, has been struck
off the list because be refused to do cer-
tain clerical work not aetnally within his
province. In my opinion. Mr. Johns has
been harshly treated by the Crown Law
Department, having been ent off from his
position as justice of the peace. For
years past he has taken hundreds of eases,
and simply becanse he refused to write
out the depositions of witnesses during a
coronial inquiry be was asked to resign,
and in a fashion not too gentlemanly at
tbat. He was asked to resign with a
pistol at his head.

The Minister for Works: Who wrote
to him?

Mr. A, A, WILSOXN: A gentleman
named Hampton. The correspondenece is
here, but I do mnot think I will infliet it
an the Hawse. However, here is the letter
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written by My, Hampton to Mr. Johns.
It veads as follows:—

Sir,—Wiil reference to your letter
dated the 19th inst., addressed to the
Hon. the Colonial Secretary, which has
been forwaided (o this department, I
am instructed by the Hon. the Attorney
General to inform you that in order to
prevent tarther inconvenience to the
publie, and to save further unnecessary
expenditure the clerk of courts, Collie,
was instructed to obtain assistance in
order that the inquest on the body of
Winifred Paynter should be completed.

May [ say this inguiry had been ad-
Journed three times in order that a clerk
might be secured. The department, after
three adjournnments, thought it necessary
that a clerk should be furnished to take
the depositions. The letter goes on to
state—
Tt has never been the practice in
this State to provide justices nvith de-
position clerks, and, as you are aware,
you yourself have in the past made no
demur with regand to taking deposi-
tions when necessary. On ¢he oceasion
ander review you made uo complaint
whatever to this department with re-
ference to having to take depositions,
but you adjourned the case from time
to time at considerable expense, to say
nothing of the inconvenience cause to
Jjurors and witnesses, I am now in-
structed by the Hon, the Attorney Gen-
eral to ask vou to state whether you are
prepared to continue the work of a
justice of the peace as in the pasi, more
particularly in regard to yourself tak-
ing depositions when acting as coroner
and sitting as presiding justice in
counts of petty sessions and on preli-
minary heavings. failing whieh I have
to suggest that yon should retire from
the commission of the peace.

During the last fwo years Mr, Johns has
taken 153 petty session cases, in addi-
tion to leenses and coronial inguiries,
and also heen visiting justice of the peace
to the gaols; and he was asked curtly to
retire simply because he eould not fall in
with the wishes of this gentleman named
Hampton in regard to these inquiries.
If a jusiice of the peaee is illiterate the
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Crown supplies him with a clerk, and in
this ease I think Mr. Johns was within
his rights in asking that a clerk should
be supplied, beeause the case was one of
a certain difficulty. Sometimes when a
Jjustice of the peace goes to trouble and
expense and care in taking the deposi-
tions, it happens that the magisirate he-
fore whom the case subsequently comes
pekes fun, if T may use such an expression,
at those depositions because they do nof
happen to have been put in legal form. In
this case Mr. Johns was a man of pluck,
and he refused to be badgered by the de-
partment, refused to he made a saddle-
hack just to meet their convenience, and
finally refused to withdraw from the
Commission.  The result was that last
roonth his name was dropped off the Com-
mission, and notice to that effect was
pusted in the Court at Collie. I maintain
that when a man gives his time to the
Crown, as  Mr, Johus did, a certain
amount of consideration should be shown
him, instead of the Government taking a
high-handed action and asking him to
resign from the position. I hope the
Government will investigate the eireum-
stances of this case and restore him to
his place on the Commission which he so
ably filled. There is no man in Collie
whom Mr. Johns has not helped at times,
and if he made a mistake, which I do not
admit, it was up to the Government to
try to amend the position instead of dam-
aging it by compelling him to rvetire. I
do not intend to say more just now, bui
when the vote for the Stipendiarv Magis-
tracy is before the Committee I shall be
able {o speak as I desire. I shall take the
opportunity when I come to that vote of
asking the Minister his intentions. and
I trust that he will be able fo assare us
that he can give Mr. Johns his position
hack again.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forvest): It is my
intention to offer a few remarks before
we finish the general discussion on the
financial statement, with a view o direct-
ing Ministers’ attention to several matters
which T think should reeeive immediate
consideration. I refer particularly to tbe
Minister for Lands. I was reading only
a few days ago that a considerable
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amount of criticism had been indulged in
in the Federal Parliament owing to the
lateness in introdueing the Budget there,
and my old friend, Bir John Forrest,
waxed very indignant because one month
had elapsed between the introduction of
the Budget and the eontinnation of the
discussion. Here in this Parliament prae-
tically .a month has gone by sinee the
Budget was delivered, with the result that
a great many members have forwolten
the Treasurer’s remarks and have to look
them up again, besides having other im-
portant business to attend to.

The Minister for Works: It was not the
Governnent’s fault; it was by speeial ar-
rangement,

Mr, OLOGHLEN : Some of ihe delay
was by special arrangement I admit, and
as I said before I am not prepared to
take up the attitnde of Sir John Forrest
and wholly condemn the Government’s ac-
tion. The preceding speaker confined him-
self principally to a matter that affected
his particular electorate. T intend to do
the samne, and to deal particularly with an
industry in which three thousand of my
constituents are engaged, and I hope to
place before the Minister some pertinent
facts regarding this industry, and to urge
the Government to adopt a different
policy to that which they have followed
in the past. I have on different ocea-
sions appealed to the Minister for Lands
to pay a little more attention to the tim-
ber industry in this State, and I believe
that every hon. member, no matter from
what part of the State he comes, will
recognise that an industry which has
shown in profits out of royalties, liceuses,
and rents over a quarter of a million
pounds during -the last fifteen years, and
resulted in a considerable profit on last
year’s operation, should be treated dif-
ferently to what it has been ireated in
the pasl, so thal everything possible may
be done to preserve it for the benefit of
the State. During the last session [
pointed out to the Minister for T.ands
that it would be advisable to adopt in
this State the suggestions which are be-
ing adopted to-day in New South Wales,
where the Government are aeting on the
advice of responsible practical men who
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were appointed as a Royal Commission to
make exhaustive inquiries into the whole
question of forestry in Australia. T have
urged the Minister to adopt the recom-
mendations of that Commission and bring
them into force in Western Australia. On
more than one oceasion T have condemned
the Government for thewr inertness and
drift in regard to the timber industry, and
I repeat that up to the present they have
shown no sign of bringing about the very
necessary reforms.
The Mipnister for lands: We are get-
ting a eonservator.
Mr. O'LOGHLIEEN: Yes, we are getting
a conservator. I was told last vear that
the Government were getting a conser-
vator, but apparently nothing has been
done, I am giving the Minister notiee of
a few questions I shall ask him later on,
for I feel that if I allowed my remarks
to go ttll we reached the item for Woods
and Forests, it would inconvenience him
to some extent, and he would not be able
to give me on the spur of the moment
the information I am desirous of obtain-
inz. I wish to refer to the report of the
Royal Commission, which T placed be-
fore the Minister not long ago. T notice
that the Tuspector General of Forests in
his report has tabulated several sentences
and suggestions from the Commission’s
report for the benefit of members of
this House, and that report now lies on
the Table. I am going to refer to a few
other snggestions which I think are emi-
nenily applicable to this State. First of
all T want to touch on the question of
dealing with the timber areas, and in do-
ing so T venture to say that the policy
that is being adopted in New South Wales
is one that can be pursued here with con-
siderable advantage. One portion of the
report of that Commission is to this effect:
Hitherto the condition under wlich
the forests in the State have bheen
worked have led to the depreciation of
their standard value, and permitted
onlv a small proportion of that natural
reprodnction which would have ensned
under more intelligent treatment. Thexe
eonditions allowed the best trees of
each class fto be felled and rem..ved,
leaving the crooked, over matured. and
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olher useless growths to remain stand-
ing as breeding-places for white ants;
the forest fioor meanwhile being littered
with confused masses of fallen trees
and debris, to aet as feeders of bush
fives.
1 have poinled vut on previous occasions
to members that one of the greatest
enemies to the forests in Western Aus-
tralia is the bosh fire, which sweeps along
with such disastrous effect every summer,
and that, having fuel supplied to it in
the form of fallen timber and debris, the
young saplings are attacked, with (he
natural result that swellings and other de-
feets come into the timber. I think that
we should adopt many of the suggestions
pnt forward by that Commission in New
South Wales i order to betler preserve
this industry for all time. I hope later
on to deal with this question in urging
the appointment of an up-to-date forestry
service. A further recommendation of the
Commission in regard to requirements
that are essential is as follows:—

One of the first steps to be taken by
an  organised Forestry Department
should be the improvemeni of the
forests. This will involve, amongst
other matiers, the treatment of dead
timber, debris, and refuse which zow
lifter the ground, and the destruction
of over matured, deecaying, and unseless
trees, which in their growth retard
natural reafforestation.

I know thai I am going to meet with con-
siderable opposition from the Minister a
little later on when I bring up the ques-
tion of the possibility or otherwise of cur
giving young .growiug timber a chance
and allowing the forests to reproduce
themselves, bnt notwithstanding any op-
position that may be directed against uy
contention, T intend to deal exhaunstively
with the report, which I think should be
eonsidered by every member of this
Chamber, and fo carry out my duty to my
coustitvents and to the State by urging
that the utmost attention should be given
to the timber indnstry. Further on in
that report, when dealing with the ap-
pointment of a conservator, the Commis-
gioners recoramended that the eonservator
shonld be under a board of three Com-
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missioners, that he should take instrue-
tions from these Commnissioners, and ad-
vise them in regard to the techniealities
of forestry matters. The report states—
We also think it essential that an
acting Conservator with a salary of
£600 per annum should be appointed
on the recommendation of the Commis-
sioners Lo, subjeet to their direction,
take charge of the teehnical work of the
department and the details of its work-
ing, If, duving the first two years of
oftice, the acting Conservator should
perform the duties of his position to
the satisfaction of the Commissioners
we would recormmend that ‘he be ap-

pointed Conservator of Forests, with a

salary of £700 per annum, and receive

annnal inerements up fo £300 per an-

nuarm,
In this vonntry we have never made any
attempt to appoint a gentleman at a sal-
ary of that magnitede. We have heen ¢on-
tent to go on for the last five years
having in the position of Aeting Inspee-
tor General of Forests a gentleman, who
though supposed to carry out the duties,
has never received the salary of that posi-
tion.

The Minister for Lauds: [ think he
has been there about ten vears.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: For fifteen years
he has been in the service of that de-
pertnent.

Mr. A. A, Wilson: But he has never
received the full salary.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I think it will
be execeedingly difficult, even if we do
get a conservator of Fforests, to keep
him in this State, because the tendency
seems fto be mnet to pgive snfficient
freedom for an officer in his postion,
and it has been forced home to ns
on more than uvne oceasion that we have
bheen unable to keep the services of the
good mwen we have had in the State. T
need not refer to the fact that the sett-
lers ave losing the services of so emi-
nently a qualified man as DProfessor
Lowrie; and again another important
appointment which was nnder considera-
tton was not completed. I do not know
what the reason for it was, hut there
was a possibility of the State i:aving a
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rather brilliant gentleman appointed in
charge of the Modern school in Perth.
I refer to Mr. Jolly. That gentleman
was praclically eugaged, but for some
reason or other the agreement was not
ecompleted. He has since been taken up
by the South .Awstralian Government,
the same Government that secured the
services of Professor Lowrie, and they are
paving him a high salary as Tnstraetor
of Torestry.  Aceording to the papers
he is a gentleman eminently qualified for
that position and for the work of ad-
vancing the interests of forestry in
South Amnstralia. They are paving him
a very high salary eompared with what
is paid to other servants., in order to
give him ar opportunity of pushing for-
ward the forestry system in that State.
I understand that he has studied this
question all throngh from A to Z, and
I helieve that he had experience in the
forests of (lermany and has taken a
diplotna at the University of Oxford for
this particular braneh of industry. How-
ever, Western Australia is not privileged
to have the services of Alr. Jollv, who
conld have imparted to the vounger gen-
eration a large amount of valuable infor-
mation that would be of preat advan-
tage to this eountryv. I want to say in
regard te this conservation of forests
that we will have to adopt a different
attitnde to that we have adopted in the
past towards the office. If we are {o
have a conservator of forests who nnder-
stands his business and who will be pre-
pared to initiate reforms in this country
we will bave to give him a little more
freedom than we have been prepared to
give in the pasi. We will have to make
him responsible to the Minister, but we
must allow him to administer the affairs
to B large extent of his department. Tt
cannot be expected that a Minister of
the Crown. Minister for Lands, or any
other Minister. ean devote (he particu-
lar attention that is necessary to an in-
dustry of this kind. Therefore I =sav a
different attitude will have to be
adopted. At present evervthing in the
Woods and Forests Department is suh-
ordinate to the Lands Department. It
is absolutely impossible far the Insper-
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tor (ieneral of Forests or any of his
officials to move a finger unless they get
support from the Lands Department,
support that is not verv often forthcom-
ing. A similar diffienlty eropped up
in the Eastern States, and the commis-
sioners devoted special attention to it:
that was the diffienlty of having a For-
estry Department merely as a hanger
on {o the Lands Department and there-
by preventing the men who were trying
to do their best for (he timber industry
of New SBouth Wales from getting Lhe
consideration to which thevy were en-
titled, | shail make reference to that
part of the report of these commissioners
to show that a similar diffienlty exisls
here, and should not be allowed (o exist
any longer; but, apari from that cues-
tion, T want to deal with the ex-
penditure that has been carried out in
the Waroona distriet towards finding
ount  what poliev would be the
best to adopt in bringing about the
recuperation of forests in the cut-out
areas, Some time ago a body of men
were engaged in Perth to go to the War-
cona distriet in order to experiment there
by burning the dead timber and entting
down trees that would never be profitable
but were sapping the moisture from the
ground, and so thinning out the fovest
so that the good trees would have an op-
portunly to go ahead; hut T regrel to say
that, as in many other experimenis. there
was so mueh bungling at the cutset that
it ended in failure. 1 am going to ask the
Minister—and T hope he will grant my
request before he replies to me—that the
figures of that experiment will be placed
before me so that T may have an oppor-
tunity of perusing them. because I fail
to find in the report of the Inspector Gen-
eral of Forests or in the veport of the
Lands Department anything fo show what
the operations at Warcona cost ovr what
was accomplished. I refer to this subjeet
beenuse it is a pet subject with me.

believe the Siate cannot start teo soon
Bnding out what is best for our forests
and adopting 2 poliey that will make them
of permanent good. There are some other
matters I shall have to discuss later on
when T am disenssine reprris, ot T want
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to say now that 1 wanl the appointment
of a conservator to be made because 1 be-
lieve we should come to finality in the
matter. I believe the (Goverument have
been guilty of negleet during the last few
Yyears in not appointing either the pres-
sent oceupant, or some other person, and
paying the full salary attached to fthe
post. It is somewhat of false pretences to
put a man in a position and pay him a
considerably lower salary and expeet him
to do the work. I reiterate that if we ave
suecessful in getting a practical man,
whether from the forests of the State or
from the Bastern States, the Minister will
have to completely alter his methods and
give that man a little more [reedom to
deal with affairs as they c¢rop up, and
.to deal wilh the industry in general. I
emphasise {his point because, whatever
suggesilon comes from the Woods and
Forests Department, the Inspeetor Gen-
eral of Forests and his staff are powerless
to move until they get the support, the ad-
vice and the authorily of the officers of
the Lands Department, who pechaps ave
as far removed from a knowledge of for-
esiry as those who have never devoted
the shightest attention fo the svhiget. We
cannot expect to have a good puiiey if w2
have io submit every item, every action
taken in that depariment, to the serutiny
of officers who are not direelly eoncerned
or who are not responsible for the work
carried out in that particular industry. I
hope the Minister will take notice of my
remarks in this direction, and I hope also
that the Woods and Forests Department
will he reorganised, and that an up-to-
date building, as well as the other neces-
sary equipments, will be provided in the
near fnture. Here I would like to men-
tion that the men engaged in the timber
industry have, I believe, taken a some-
what commendable step towards making
some provision for the future of this in-
dostry by taking the initial step fowards
establishing a scholarship te be competed
for by boys in the South-Western distriet.
The men working in that timber indus-
try realise, even if the Minister does not,
that we eannot go on inereasing our ex-
port figures year after year, we cannot go
on slanghtering our forests at the rate
we are doing to-day and make no atiempt

1785

to bring them back to a reproductive stage
We cannot go on, I say, without finding
that the industry is gradually slipping
away from our midst, and, instead of
being a permanent industry, becoming, as
it is often deseribed, I 2m sorry to say,
even by people in Western Australia, a
fleeting industry. There is no reason what-
soever why the timber industry of our
State should be a fleeting industry. They
have solved the problem in Germany and
even in Japan, they ave solving it in
other continental countries; they are en-
deavouring to bring up the standards of
forests in every country, and they are
compelled to do so beeause the sapply of
timber right throughout the wovld has
been diminishing to such an exteni that
immediate action is necessary to prevent
a famine in the tuture. In that great
country, Amervica, perhaps the greatest
timber country in the world, we find com-
petent men. half a dozen of the best ex-
perts in America, have gone into  the
question, and they anticipate a timber
famine in less than 13 vears. Although
we ean look vound us in this eountry to-
day. and not only here, but in other por-
tions of _.ustralia, and perhaps see a lot
of wooded land and virgin forest await-
ing the feller’s axe yet the fact remains
that tumber is not growing up to take the
place of the timber we are slaughtering;
and if we ave to avoid a famine in the
future, we should conserve all the cut-out
areas, and we have already 150,000 acres
of them in the possession of the Crown
to-day. T am going to serve an indiet-
ment against this Government, and not
only this Government but against past
Governments as well, that they have failed
to appreeiate the importance of this par-
ticular industry, and failed to make any
adequate provision for future supplies. It
is nseless, it is altogzether illorical to
arene for a moment that we ean go on
exporting a million ponnds worth this
vear and just about a million pounds worth
last year and possibly a greater amount
next vear, and sit down serenely and look
forward to a good time in the futvre, dur-
ing the next couple of generations at any
rate. We owe a duty to prosperity in pre-
serving this limber industry, and in
making provision not only for the work-
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ers engaped in it but also for the sup-
plies for the State for many years alead.
The timber workers in the South-West,
numbering many thousands, have taken
an intelligent interest in this question, and
bave only wanted a lead, which lead T am
pleased to say has been given by the mem-
ber for Brown Hill (Mr. Bath) who is a
keen student of education questions and
has taken a particular interest in any-
thing appeetaining to the advancement
of the youth of the State. The hon. mem-
ber is one of the executive officers of
these timher men, and he iuitiated a pro-
posal which 1 believe will work ont for
the lasting good of thie people of this
country, that is, to have a scholarship
open to the boys of the South-West so
that it will give them some encourage-
ment to improve themselves and to brush
up their intellects and to skrive to win one
of these prizes, and then to strive to gain
the highest position in the forestry of
Australia, if it is possible fo gain
it. It will cost the timber workers
over £600. They are paying it ont
of the funds of the union and are
doing so in the hope that at least the in-
terest of others will be aroused, and that
some effort will be made, not only by the
Government but alse by the timber com-
panies exploiting the areas, to make some
provision so that perhaps by the aid of
three or four seholarships we shall have
in the future men thoroughly qualified to
2o into the whole of the phases of this
important industry and decide on a policy
whieh shall be in the best interests of the
State. Unfortunately we have to admit
that here in Western Australia we have—
I am not going to blame the present Gov-
ernment for this, although perhaps they
might exercise a little more eaution
—we have in the past been giv-
ine away with a lavish hand the
great bulk of onr Hmber country at a
pPeppercorn rental to companies to exploit,
and T am sorry to say on very long terms.
The great bulk of the timber leases and
concessions will not expire unntil 1925,
and some of them not until 1938. We
have on the fringe of the seaboard given
to Millars' Karri and Jarrah Company
a concession of half a million acres of
couniry, and al=n 2 quarter of a million
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aeres near Perth for which they are pay-
ing £50 a year, After baving gone
on for somefhing like 30 years or
for a little longer on that particu-
lar area I think all the good the
State will bave of that quarter of .a mil-
lion acres will be some black stumps. Cer-
tainly we have been getting a little rev-
enne, but I venture to say that the great
bulk of the revenue has been coming from
small men in the industry who are holding
sawmill permits and are paying more in
proportion to the State than this company
that enjoys cutting over a quarter of a
million aeres for £50 a year. Fur-
ther than that, we have a million
acres held under sawmill permits.
We are told that a policy of ecaution is
being taken up by the present Govern-
ment and that they propose to lock up
a certain area for future State require-
ments and that they will not give appro-
val to an area of country which in the
future they will require for themselves;
but I ask the Minister why approval has
been given fo the application of the
Timber Corporation, Limited, Green-
bushes, for an additional area of
75,000 acres. An application has been
made I know for an area of 75,000 acres,
and bear in mind that is a considerable
amount of country.

The Minister for Lands: You know the
greater portion of that is reserved.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I only know that
application has been made and has beewr
made for a considerable time, and T want
to know whether approval has been giver

The Minister for Lands: Certainly not.
it 1s reserved.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Approval has been
given in the last two or three months for
a fair strip of country.

The Minister for L.ands: Not reserved
land.

Mr. OLOGHILEXN: It may not be re-
served, the particular area to whieh I
am referring, but I cerfainly say there
are many people in the State to-day whe
wonld like to have an opportunity of get-
ting as lavee an area of conntry as Honey,
Port and Company have obtained on the
Marradong railway.,

The Minister for Lands: Anvone conld
have tuahen it np.
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Mr. O'LOGHLEN: But it is this sort
of indefiniteness I wish to draw aitention
to. During the past three months the
Minister has given an area of just on
30,000 acres to Honey, Port and Com-
pany. I do not care who it was given
to for the matter of that, but he says
anyone else could have taken it.

The Minister for Lands: Certainly.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: The Minister pro-
claims to the world that we have a re-
serve of 750,000 acres for future State
requirements.

The Minister for Lands: That is so.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : Since reserving
that area the Minister has given away this
other area which apparently was not a
reserve, and he is prepared, 1 judge by
his attitude, to give away more to-mor-
row. What I ask the Minister to tell me
is where that three quarters of a million
acres exists. Tt is no use drawing imag-
inary lines from one part of the coast
to another and saying “That iz all re-
served for timber country”; it is no use
pointing out boundaries running in cer-
tain directions and saying, “Timber ex-
ists there which is reserved for the State”;
I say the Woods and Forests Department
to-day is unable to give the information
and the Minister is unable to give the in-
formation becaunse the area does not ex-
ist,

The Minister for Lands: The reserve
has been made.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: YWhere?

The Minister for Lands:
are on the map.

Mr. OLOGHLEX: I have gone to the
office, and I have been shown an area
that is supposed to contain approximately
200,000 acres, possibly worth two or three
loads to the acre; but apart from that
one area, I have been unable to find out
where the remainder of the 750,000 acres
is. I say if we are going to have anything
definite as to the future supplies, if we
are to make provision by way of reser-
vation we shall have to expend a fair
sum of money in having a survey of the
leases made, and a survey of the country
supposed to be capable of growing mar-
ketable timber, and also have a classifica-
tion made. The Mipister has not the

The blocks

1787

machinery, and he knows that the Fores-
try Departiment is not equipped to cope
with this, and the result is we give mis-
leading information to the public by say-
ing that we have three-quarters of a mil-
Lion acres.

The Minister for Lands: It has been
veported by the Forestry Department.

Mr., OLOGHLEN: But whereabouts
is it7

The Minister for
parts of the State.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : I have been unable
to find it, and I am coneerned about if,
because while I am urging the Govern-
ment to take some action, and urging the
Minister to pursue 2 vigorous policy with
regard to this imdustry, which is praeti-
cally the backbone of the South-West,
I am told that the Minister has reserved
three-quarters of a million aecves.

The Minister for Lands: That has been
doue.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: But where is it?
And can ithe Minister tell me whether it
is karri, or jarrah, or whether it is red
gum or black butt. I have asked for the
information, but up to the present I have
not had it. I trust, however, that [ will
get it in the near futare, and the people
will have an opportnity then of judging
what supplies we have for the future, and
what will remain for export.  Apart
from the question of hard woods, I want
to devote a few minntes to a subject
that has been veferred to before; that is
the question of pine plantations. The
Government have started an experiment
in this direetion, and, I suppose, no one
will eondemn them for launching out in
connection with this experiment, but I
am going to condemn them for planting
pines at an exeessive cost, when, T con-
tend, with a little further inguiry pines
could be profitably grown in the State on
country that does not require £10 an acre
to clear. I am going to ask that the
figures in connection with this pine plan-
tation also be made available, hecause ap
to the present I have nof been able, from
many of the reports, to find what the ex-
periment at Lmdlow has actually cost. I
believe there is no one who will find fault
with the Minister for adopting this poliey

Lands: In varions
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provided that the people of the State con-
sider it shonld be adopted. I want to
say that while we deplore the absence of
pine forests in the country, and while we
think it is necessary to establish areas,
and lay down aft an expensive rate,
plantations in the South-West, we know
side by side with that faet that the Gov-
ernment have granied an area of 170,000
acres i the Wyndham distriet supposed
to earry marketable pine.

The Minister for Lands: It is uvot the
same timber.

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: But it is pine, and
it is utilised for the same purpose as
pinus insignis when it reaches maturity.
1 want information as to these forests in
the Novth-West, and T regret to say, that
owing to the ahsence of a properly
eguipped Forestry Department, we are in
the dark, and all we have {o guide us is
one report from the stock inspector up
there. If that report be correct I say
that the Government have adopted a
poliey which will lead to national disaster
and which should be condemuned, namely,
that of giving away 170,000 acres to three
firms without making provision as to
their own supplies. I want to give eredit
to the Minister for Lands because he
stood out for the proteetion of the Stame
during the negotiations for the granting
of that area for 10 years to these three
different firms. The Minister asked that
a certain area be retained for Government
purposes, but he was overruled. The
Minister says that there is smpposed to
be 125,000 aeres remaining that ean be
exploited by the Government. Is it
reasonable to think that these companies,
which are going to work over these areas
of country, are going to pick out the worst
of it and leave the cream of it for ihe
State? Will these firms go baek from the
coast and leave the timber alonge the sea-
board for the Government to exploit?
The three companies have applied fTor
and obtained the 170.000 acres in the
Norih-West; the companies were floated
in London to exploit this partienlar forest,
and they have pointed out fhat if was a
great national eoncern. It was not a
maltter that they should preach the virlues
af. and that the Rinte showdd assist them
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by giving them a lease for 20 years and
other facilities, and also give them ex-
tension of time in eonnection with the
erection of their mills. [ venture to zay
that these particular companies would
not have approached the Government and
secured those plantations had it not been
for the fact that they thought they were
poing to do well ont of them. Consider-
ing the importance of pine plantation in
Australia to-day, the Government should
have made adequate provision for them-
selves before parting with what was a
national asset of 170,000 acres near the
Cambridge Gulf. T want to give the Min-
ister for Lands eredit for trying to hold
out for the State reserving a large area for
future requirements. He pointed ont that
a monopoly would be given to the com-
panies, and that the State would be
squeezed between them later on. The
Minister was overridden in that, I am
soiry to say, by the Chief Engineer, the
Chief Architeet and the Minister for
Works, who is now Premier. These
gentlemen pointed out that if we gave
away this immense territory the State
could always buy at the market rates. We
have had experience during the past
couple of years of the State being able to
buy at market rates in some instances,
but in other instances the State had to
pay through the mose for timber for its
own railways. At Port Hedland a big
increase was insisted wpon by the timber
companies of the State, The State should
have first consideration and not come in
at the heel of the hunt. 1 am going to
enter my protest against the policy pur-
sued, and I say that if the report of that
timber country shows it to be as good as
has been indicated in Mr. Stoek-Inspector
Halley's report the Government are de-
serving of censure for parting with that
strip of territory. I have here extraets
from that report. Mr. Halley states—
It is a solid forest 20 miles by 13,
estimated at eixht loads to the acre.
Young's estimate is five to four; height
70 feet. diameter 6 to 30 inches. . .,
Know all pine foresis at Warrego,
North-West Queensland, and never saw

any torest approsehine rhis in exrant
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or in wealth of (imber. 1t is impervi-
ous to white ants and is ant resisting.

Mr. Jacoby: Does he mention the area?

Mr. Bath: There is 20 miles by 12
riiles in that one forest.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The whole area is
170,000 acres.

Mr. Jaeoby: Have they a coneession
over the whole of it?

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN: The Government
have given a coneession over 170,000 acres,
and the Minister informs me that the
State will bave the right o go on to
125,000 acres. T do not know what area
exists there; we do not know much about
it

My, Jacoby: What is the consideration
given for the concession?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The usual conces-
gion ; saw-milling terms. They must
erect ar saw-milling plant eapable of eut-
ting 40 loads a day. I believe they in-
tend to erect a mill eapable of cutting 60
loads a day, and they have obtained a per-
mit for 10 years.

Me. Jacoby:
export it.

Mr. (’LOGHLEN: Undoubtedly; it is
the export trade they are after, according
to their statements,

My, Gill: What will the State get out
of it?

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN : Praectically nothing,
and we are spending £10 an aere in the
planting of pines in the South-West. Mr.
Halley, wwho has bhad experience in the
North-West, reported favoursbly and
those three companies were s¢ anxious
about secuzing this concession that they
dogged the DMinister’s fooisteps, and I
venture to say there was something there
worth a little more inquiry, and some-
thing there for the State to retain until
there was a better knowledge of the re-
sources of that particular distriet. I
certainly am not opposed to the planting
of pines, but I am opposed to the plant-
ing of pines at a cost of £10 an aere in
the Ludlow district when, I believe, there
are areas throughout Western Australia
which can be cleared and eunt ready for
the purpose at a comparatively low cost.
I want to refer to what is being done in
South Australia, because I believe that

Are they permiited to
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South Ausiralia has given an object lesson
to the world on this particular question.
They have gone in extensively there for
pines during the past few years, with the
result Lhat their forests have reached ma-
turily and are a source of reveomue to the
State of South Australia now. My
Walter Gil} who, pervhaps, is one of the
most practical men in the Commonwealih
in this eonneection, and who has been Con-
servator of Torests in Sonth Ausiralia
for many vears, gave some very valnable
information recently before a Rouyal Com-

mission, as to the growth of pines. He
sald—

To obtain the best resnlts in the

growth of pinus insignis, the trees

should be planted -about nine feet apart.
If planted in this way the yield per
acre, twenty-one years after planting,
would amount to 24,000 superficial feet
of timber which, at present prices in
South Australia, would represent a
value of £200 per acre after twenty-
one years’ growth, or an average of
£9 10s. 6d. per acre per annum through-
out the whole period, while the total
cost of preparing the land, planting,
and subsequent care, including the ex-
elusion of rabbits by wire feneing,
varied from £5 to £10 per acre.

No one will guestion the poliey of plant-
ing pines in this or any other country,
seeing that they are such a source of
profit, but, I contend, the State should
plant these forests as it would not pay
private individuals to wait until the irees
maturve. I was interested in the remarks
of Mr. Gill the other day in Adelaide,
when he gave a lecture on forestry in
Sonth Australia. Mr. Gill, speaking ounly
10 days agne in Adelaide, said—

Tt should be the determination of
Aunstralia to plant all .the timber it
conld, and never to take from the arti-
ficial forests before matarity more wood
in any vears than is e;pal to one year’s
production.  Speaking of the pinus
insignis, Mr. Gill said that South Aus-
tralia was the first country to grow it
commercially. A five-aere pateh in
Bundaleer, after 23 years’ growth, had
vielded 33,000 cubie feet of timber,
which would have taken the best treex
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in the German forests 60 years to pro-

duce. Four thowsand fruit-cases had

been cut from one acre.

It is impossible for ns to over-estimate the
importance of the policy of pine planta-
tion, or the nrgent necessity that exists
for its vigorous camying out; and seeing
that it is going to be so reproductive an
enterprise I think we should go about it
in a different manner from that adopted
in the past. I have all along contended
that it was a mistake to go into the
heavily timbered country in the Ludlow
district when there were so many suitable
areas elsewhere which could have been
cleared for a few shillings, and which
would have grown the pine to perfection.
Between Tambellep and Albany, in faet
right throngh that district, there are to
be seen some magnificent pines. There is
one river down there in panticular, the
name of which I have forgotten; but
about that part there ave some of the
finest pimes ever grown din the Common-
wealth,

The Minister for Lands: It would cost
a fearful lot to elear the land.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: I am not referring
altogether to ‘the heavily timbered eoun-
try, but I say that between Tambellup and
Albany there are thousands of acres of
eountry that could be cleared at a com-
paratively small eost, and which would
grow the pine practieally to perfection.
I remember that a day or two before Sir
Newton Moore resigned he told me that
any time I saw a likely bit of country that
could be put under pine plantation at
low eost 1 was to let him know, and he
would be prepared to send Mr. Maefar-
lane down to inspect it.

The Minister for Lands: T have ordered
an inspection of that couniry.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: My suggestion is
that not only should Mr. Maefarlane in-

spect the eountry, but that if would pay -

handsomely to get Mr, Gill over to report
on it.

Mr. Jacoby: What about the Conser-
vator of Forests?

Mr. (’)LOGHLEN: The Conservator
of Forests would be stopped at every turn
he took unless some new methods were in-

troduced inio the department—he would
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have no more freedom than those
of our ladies who at present go
about in ‘hobble skirts. If we are
going to subordinate the Forestry De-
partment to the Lands Department we
might almost as well have no such de-
partment at all; for if before the For-
estry Department can spend £10 on some
iraportant improvement it is necessary to
obtain the approval of half a dozen
officers in the Lands Department, then
clearly any progress in the Forestry De-
partment is impossible. I hope the Min-
ister will decide to reorganis® the whole
department, or that at least he will see
that a different building is provided for
the accommodation of that department.
When I meet men who have been con-
pected with timber in other parts of the
world, I am ashamed to take them into
the Forestry Department of Wesbtern
Australia. Tt is a bakehouse in summer,
and altogether impossible in winter, Un-
less some action is taken to equip the de-
pariment, and give it a chance to justify
its existence as a separate department,
there is going to be a great deal of eriti-
cism with regard to it in the future.

Mz, Jacoby: It is the personnel that re-
quires amendment rather than the offices.

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN: And we want some
sort of a building as well; we ought not
to be content with a building that would
not suit a dealer in old clothes. This in-
dustry, which in Western Australia is re-
sponsible for the creation of so much em-
ployment, is deserving of better lreat-
ment.

Mz, Jacoby: Are they growling about
the offices?

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: I do not know;
they have not come to me about them.
However I am growling about it. The
Premier referred to the fact that of the
value of every load of timber exported
something like £3 was retained in the
State. We all admit the importance of
the industry; it has been of importance
in the past, and it will certainly be of
greater importance in the future, for it
will not only create employment, but will
bring revenue te the State. T was sug-
gesting that Mr. Gill should be brought
over from South Australis to report on
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the soils of this country which in his
opinion would produce pine forests at
low cost. I believe the South Australian
Government would be prepared to let us
have the services of Mr. Gill for a few
weeks, and T am convinced it would be
the best policy to adopt. If the Minister
thinks well of the suggestion I ask him,
in the intevests of the State, in order
to save heavy expenditure and have more
satisfactory results, that he shall get the
Conservator of Forests in South Austra-
lia to pay a visit to our State and report
on ihe areas—which, I think, exist in this
country—capable of being ecleared at
comparatively low eost, and of satis-
factorily producing pines. As regards the
timher industry, I do not think there
is any cause for alarm. I believe if we
pay some regard to bringing back to the
reproductive stage the ent-out areas, and
so have country to operate on after the
virgin forests have been slaughtered, we
will be doing our duty and preserving the
industry. I find on looking up the figures
that an enormous amount of timber is
nsed every year, snpplies being drawn
from all parts of the world. In some
places they have stopped exportation,
while in other places, in continental coun-
#ries in particular, they have lifted their
tariffs on hardwoods. Great Britain ob-
tains over 80 per cent. of her sapplies
from other eountries of the world, an-
nually importing over 10,000,000 tons of
timber at a cost of about £27,000,000 ster-
ling, and is likely in the future to use
considerably more. And while the sup-
plies all over the world are gradually
growing less I think we should set an ex-
ample, or at least follow in the footsteps
of New South Wales, and make some
provision for future supplies. Apart from
the question of pines, I believe if we had
a properly equipped department we eould
turn onr aftention te the growth
of other fimbers as well, timbers that
as a commercial produet have won
their way in other parts-of the world, and
which if cultivated would prove a fruit-
ful somree of revenue and profit. I refer
particularly to the wattle; because in this
connfry we are sadly neglecting the wat-
tle industry which, if persevered in, would
be a beneficial eoncern to the country at
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large. Other countries have not been so
backward in dealing with this industry.
In South Africa they have obtained the
seed from Australin, the home of the
waltle, and have planted it with eonsider-
able success, The growth of the wattle in
South Afvica has been the means of af-
fording employment to numbers, and
profitable investment to those who have
embarked in the coneern. Thus from 39
packages valued at £11, produced in 1896
the figures have risen to 15,800 tons
valued at £92,911, produced in 1905, and
the present yield, taken from an area of
between 30,000 and 40,000 acves, is valued
at over £100,000 per annum. I believe as
a means of increasing the productiveness
of the State, as a means of establishing
an important industry, we eould, at any
rafe under a proper system of forestry,
even go in for a plantation of wattles,
1t it ean be done in other countries, surely
it can be done here, the home of the wat-
tle. We could, by proper methods, bring a
new industry here, for surely it goes with-
ont saying that what they ean do in Natal
in this respeet we can do; and if they can
reap the advantage of over £100,000 per
annum the Minister in charge of this de-
partment could well afford to give a little
attention to this subject, T am going to
appeal to him again to atlend to this sub-
Jeet, and I hope my appeal will not be in
vain, and that in the near future we will
be able to show better vesults to the people
of the eountey than we have done in the
past so far as looking after this timber
industry is eoncerned.

Mv. Jacoby: Tt would only pay on
waste ground,

My, O'LOGHLEN: Surely it would
pay even there. The whole of the evi-
dence given by practieal men before the
last Royal Commission in Australia was
to the effeet that on the sand dunes right
through the State the pinus insignis
would grow. We have country here suit-
able for wattles. They are growing them
in other countries, and here, I contend,
we could grow them just as well without
going to the enormous expense of clear-
ing conntry to bring forests into ex-
istence. I believe also that sueh an ex-
pensive poliey as is thenght by some
should be introdnced is not necessary in
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this State. Seeing that the Forestry De-
partment has turned in a considerable
profit during the years it has been in ex-
istence, I think it only a fair proposition
that some of that profit should be expend-
ed in building up the industry. If those
engaged in cutting out our timbers will
not do it, if the companies refuse to con-
tribute towards it, the State should devote
some money from the proceeds of that
industry towards preserving the life of
the industry.

Mr. Jacoby: The deparfment has not
made any money.

Mr. LOGHLEN: Only a little over
a quarter of a million during the 15 years
of its existence. That is the actual profit
after paying all expenses.

Mr, Jacoby: But the timber industry

made that.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The timber indus-
try governed by the department. - Theve
is no justification for the existenee of the
department without the industry.

Mr. Jacoby: The department could
make money if they went in for forestry.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: That is what I
bave been ftrying to impress upon the
Minister; that is why those timber workers
in the South-West, working for 8s. a day,
are prepared to put aside £600 to educate
one of their boys in the forestry of the
State. It has been decided that the boy
shall be educated within the State if pos-
sible, and if it is pot possible to get the
necessary edueation here he shall be
sent abroad for it. We are determined to
call publie attention to the crying evil
of neglecting our forests. The men them-
selves voted £600 to train a boy for this
position, and as a result of that resolu-
tion others will be prompted to take ac-
tion as well. I trnst not only the Govern-
ment but the timber companies will come
to our assistanee and adopt such a poliey
as will lead to the establishment of a dif-
ferent system and the preservation of the
industry, Now, just a word on the ques-
tion of the State saw-mill that was erected
gome little time ago. When that saw-mill
was set up, I, for one, hailed iis erection
with a eonsiderable amount of satisfac-
tion; because I recognised that if run in a
proper mainier it would prove a triumph
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for State enterprise, and not only give
the Government their requirements at a
fair rate instead of their having to
pay ‘' exhorbitant prices to companies
with very few ecompetitors, but Ffur-
ther than that, wowld give us some
guide as to the aectnal cost of pro-
duction. When we have at different times
in the past endeavoured to ascertain the
cost of production in this eountry we
have been met with masses of figures that
were heyond all understanding. It has
been said that figures ean prove anything,
and 1 hailed with satisfaetion the ereetion
of a State saw-mill, beeause I thought it
would give us a plain statement of what
the real cost of production was. But
while grateful that the mill was estab-
lished I have to deplore the bungle that re-
sulted after the mill wns established. En-
gineers from the Railway Department
who had never erecled a mill before were
sent (o put this one up, although they had
no qualifications for {he work. Sinee then
we have had expects, electrical and others,
down from Perth to report on break-
downs of the machinery, and different
phases of the fanlty construction of rhat
mill. 1nstead of the whole affair being
given over to an expert whe had iarge ex-
perience in that work in different parts
of the State, the departmental engineers
had too mueh say, with the result that
the whole construction was defective, and
the enterprise ‘has not been the sueccess
which we anticipated. If there is one
great drawhaek to lhe success of State
enterprise it is in fanlty methods, lack
of sympathy, bad administration, and
excessive cost, resulling in a very high
cost of production, with the effeet that
the affair is condemned as a failure. Not-
withstanding all ihe expenses incurred at
the start, and notwithstanding the de-
fective plans of the engineers and the
faulty machinery, T believe that the State
mill will justify its existence and supply
cheap timber to the Government depart-
ments, and that later on it will be the
means of bringing in such a system that
the State ¢an go in for further enterprises
with profit to itself and advantage to the
people. I know that in condemning a
State enferprise it will be pointed mt that
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* Weé advocated it, and ‘that now we have
it we'are ‘not satisfled. But I am con-
" demning - not the enterprise but the man-
agemant. ‘T am condamnmg the depart-
ment in the frst p]ace for not putting wp
‘s modern and suitable mill, Having de-
-'eiffedto put up a mill why did the Gov-
ernment ot ‘make a start in the right di-
rection and establish & modern plentt We
-ean get-the finest workmen in the world,
‘but nnless they are given good machinery
- we cannot expeet to get satisfaetory re-
sulte. - The-engine is not suitable for saw-
-mill purposes, it runs 25 revolutions over
the allotted speed; the main pullsy is too
small, and the other pulleys ere smell in
. proportion; the belts are eontinually slip-
: ping, and whén the belts slip-. the whole
. mill is hung’ up; the rip. bench and iron
.-pullér dre in a-state of disrepair,.and-if
~the management requite to get any sup-
plies for garrying.on the mill it is im-
possible to get them. The travelling bench
is an absolute failure, and' the doeker
is left. swinging without any protection.
The other day when I was there s man’s.

-by: private enterprise.

i7e3

ger has a diffieulty in gotting theé neces-
sary snpplies for the mill. Whetber they
come from Midland workshops or other
centres I do not know. "I believe most °
of the machinety requirements are got
from outside, and owing to the fact that
tliere is no blacksmith in the vieinity of
the mill there are frequent delays which,
of course, mean expensé. The State has
secared the services of some-of the best
timber men in the State for the running
of that mill; but owing. to faulty

gear and bad desiyn it can only be
:summed up as a disgrace to the Govern-

ment. I believe the State zbould establish
a mill- at least as pood as those erected
If we are going
to-show good results and prove this to be
a: profitable venture:we should be .pre-

:pared to have. that machinery Jaid down

in. such -4 .way that there would not be
thesé aunoying ‘happenings, snch as the

‘belt slipping off ‘frequéntly and hanging

the whole of the maolnnery up.

The Minister for Mines: We wounld
not have pgot the mill for another 12

~:fingers were cut off, and I believe that
"y« -this aecident was, due solely to the fauliy
- .eonstruction of that docker. The whole

months, and we wanted timber,

Mr. OLOGHLEN: I know that tho
Minister wanted Hmber, but what pre-

~ " plant wants overhauling, and I_hnpe that
the Minister for Railways, who has con-
:trol of the mill, will be prepared to take
.8 few sug-gestwns a5 to the mprovement
. of the plant, -
.The,. Minister for Mines: It was, only
.sl;a.rlied temporarily,
' Mr, OILOGHLEN: And tlmt is going
lo-oondemn ‘the. énterprise. - -: .
<1 The- M.tmsl:ej for Mmes We were in o
'hurry e

: “Mf. O'LOGHLEN: Neverl.heless, it has
een o profitable thing to the Goveru-
N, Anent. They bove: been able to gmet their
Soivn timber- at fair rates, and I would
‘Wrge that the' saiw-mill be brought up-to-
" Hlate or that another mill be erected. Some
f the finest timbér in Western Ausitalin
Nig m the vicinity of that amill, and there
fis ‘no reason why it shonld not be one of
the ‘greatest boous in the history of the
{Stnte and why the Government shounld
ot be able to ery from the honsetopa the
- sucoess of this mill as one of the greatest
- trinmphs of -State enterprise. . The mana-
{851

vented the Government from spending an
additionad £1,000 in geiting an up-to-date
mill; was it lack of FundsY

The Minister for Mines:
question of time, .

-Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: I behave that ‘an
up-to-date mill,. capable of turning out
30 or 40-loads.-per day, could have been
erected with no greater ‘delay. The trouble
is that departmental engiuveers were sent
to assist in the erection of that mill who

No; it wﬁs 8

. had never gracted & saw-mill befors and,

therefore, the State is+~the loser. .I. be-
lieve this State shonld ‘have adopted the
policy of private mill owners; they keep
their machinery up-to-date and, conse-
quently, are able fo. reduce the cost of
production. L. trust that: gven .if it is a
temporary affair the K Government intend
to erect a new mill. .

The Minister for Alines:.. As-soon as -

.we are -satisfied -45:to the timber area

you venn vest’assured that we w;ll havc
an ap-to-date mill.
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.Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I thought ihe Min-
ister meant that if he was sure the Gov-
ernment were not getting a fair deal from
the companies he wounld ereet o new mill.

The Minister for Mines: Oh, no,

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: There is no need
for any misgiving about the tinber ares
or about getting a sufficient reserve for
Btate purposes. That area includes some
of the finest timber in the ecountry. If
the manager had had any previous ex-
perience a8 a mill manager~I .do 2ot
know whether he bas had—~and if the mill
was running smoothly it could aversge
some 25 loads per day; dut owing
to the faet of the whole thing being
temporary &abnd +4he erection having

been bungled, the manager is not

able to show such good respits, The
men are working very hard, bot despite
their hest efforts they are not able to
show the resulis that otherwise would
be possible. That mill should he turning
out from 22 to 26 loads per day, and it
is only prodncing abont 17 loads, T fear
that throngh it being a femporary struc-
ture, the frequent losses of time, and the
founltiness of the mdechinery, the cost
will. be’ so great that it will condemn
it as o State enterprise. I plended for

the eresction of this mill, and I trust that .

the Minister will not look at it as a

-fajlure, but that he will reeognise that

this is only the imitial stage and that
the GQovernment later on will have a
worthy mill capable of turning out the
whole of the (tovernment supplies, I
believe that at the present time the man-
ager is engeged in turning ont sleepers
and that seantling and-firewood are also
trucked away,: with the sesolt that
there is very little waste. - I think the

- Government could with advantage give

the mill an order for the whale of the
timber . requiremnents for our harbours
and jetties. We have there some of the

“finest timber in the Commonwealth, ab-

solutely sound and essily proeured, and
all the timber which the Government
may require in the fature could be ob-
tainad dhere at fairly reasonable rabes,
certpinly mueh cheaper than it is sup-

plied by privaie companies. With the
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cstablishment of the State mill, when
it is runniog smoothly and producing 40
or 50 loads per day inatead of 17, per-
haps in the near future, when the present
Government are wedded a little more
to State enterprise, we could with ad-
vantage, to the community put the State
iu the position of a landlord and erest
worlonen’s homes. I have pointed this
out before, and perhaps a little later on
T will be able to introduce a Bill to-give
effect to that proposal. I know many
do not favour the idea of the State be-
coming & landlord, althongh the State
is undoubtedly the finest landlord ig the
world. I believe that with the success
of the State saw-mill, and the fact that
it will be tnming out 40 or 50 londs a
day, the Government will be able io do

-,

Something in the way I have indicated.

In New Zealand they have eatablished
workimen’s homes that are rqoning at a
profit to the State wnd are a boon to
the working elasses. * In South Australia
a Bill was introdueed giving advances
te the workmen to build their own homes
and allowing them 50 years to pay off
the eost. Here in Western Aunstralias]”
with State-owned railways and large for-
ests, we could with our State saw-mifl
erect housea at a very cheap mto and
charge rents which would give 4 fair
retarn to the Government. 1t may. sound
Utopian, but if there is one thing that
tends to the gundmg poverty of the work-
ing classes it is the high rents they. have
to pay. At Nanga Brook some of the
best workmen’s houses in the State are in
existence, bnilt eolely of timber. I believe
later ou—-I know the Government will
nut be likely Lo favourably ecousider it’
now, but I think we counld eonfer a lnat-
ing bencfit un hundreds and on thoug.%'¢
ands of people in the State and 4& ¢
also launeh out on an enterprise the
would bring a lavge amount of proﬂt i tomy
the Jovernment. However, that i seem
matler for the future. I hope the Bial ,..g
saw-mil will be Tecoguised or abolishe®r4:
When I say abelished, I mean to PU i &
the present one out of existence - any Millk
bring 8 new cne into existence, -..} er
The Minister for Mines: It will no gigt
be coudemned. . of d

Ll

A -
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Mr. O'LOGHLEN: So long as I ¢an
get that assurance I am satisfied; but
travelling throughout the Bouth-West,
particularly in country where yon meet
men who have been all their lives in the
indusiry, aud when you hear the tones
in which the sawmill is discussed, it
mekes you feel— .

The Minister for Mines: They do not
kuow- the facta.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I have endeavour-
ed to put the best side of the case for-
ward, becouse I had to defend myself.
I have pointed out it ‘was only a tem-
porary stroeture and that we were all
small once and hed to grow.

The Minister for Mines: We counld
not get our timber and we had to rush.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: If the mill had
been erscted sooner, before the price was
forced up -on the Government for their

supplies, we could have .saved a good.

deal to the State. I hope the Govern-
ment will now fake the esrliest oppor-
tunity of dealing with this question,
. sod that they will ereet a sawmill that
will be s oredit to the depertment
Btate, and that the coat
«+ of produetion will be reasonably low.
Whenever we stand behind the Govern-
ment policy—and I will stand behind themn
every time, so far us they attempt State
enterprise, and to prove, if we possibly
can, that Btate enterprise has all the ad-
vantages—when we push .-the -claims - of
the Government in this respect we do not
want it to be pointed out that ‘we tried
our bands at it and it resnlted in dismal
failore; but we want to be abla to prove
- to the arities, who are only too’ willing to
condemn, that we are able to apmpete with
them and at least protect the coffers of

‘. "tbe State by having the timber produced

™

at .reasonable prices.

gems 40 be a network, a sort of honey-
-comb between the dlﬂ’erent companies
I:radmg undar different names. I venture
| to-eay that outside the big firms, outside
1Millars’ Earri and Jarrah Company,

) State to-day. They own the great bulk
~of ¢the spwmills and they have hundreds

3
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of miles of railways and the finest tim-
ber sountry in their grasp. Further than
that, in regard to the other companies
that w fow years ago sncceeded in getting
strips of forest from the Crown, if they
have not been absorbed, at least there has
been an honourable undambandmg be-
tween them; and we know what an hon-

“ourable undemtanding in South Australia

led to, how it fleeced the farmers in re-
gard to their wheat supplies, If one
company ecannot complete an order there
is no difficalty in sending 8 wire to &n-
other company and the other company
comes to the rescue every time. With the
exception of the State sawmill, the timber
hawers, and one or two small men, there
is that hononmble nnderstanding existing
tosday that, if, allowed to go without
any opposition by the State or with-
out the Sitate protecting themselves
for their own requirements, ‘will lead
to heavy charges for State require-
ments in the future. .1 eompliment
the Government in takimg the initial step,
soall as it is, in the erection of a Btate
gawmill.” I balieve this mill will justify
its existence, if it has not up to the pres-
ent time. I have explained that owing
to blooders at the start the output
practicadly remained stationary at five
and.six loads, -and then went up to four-
teen, .and last week it went up to 18 or
20 loads a day; but it is impossible to
nccount for a good output unless the
machinery is brought up to date. The
Williama mill, a similar strueture, turned
out, while it had the timbeér, something
like 25 loads. If the State sawmill even
keaps up iis present output, I believe it
will show thal a saving has been effected
and that the Government :are not at the
beck and call, or in the chatches of any
company that likes to force the price up
when it finds the Government in a fix. .
I want to refer, just for a moment, apart
from that question. of the State sawmill,
which deals with the Minister for Rail-
ways, .and with which I have eoncluded,
to the report of the . Aeting Inspector
(eneral of Forests submitted to the
House the other day. No eceount is given
of the cost of the experiment at War-
ooms, nor of the cost of ¢he plantation
at Londlow. We have the total receipts
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snd expenditure for the last 15 years.
The report says that £228,305 has been
obtained over and above all expendi-
ture in oonnection’ with the working
in  this industry. Laat year there
was an incresse .of £2,065 over the pre-
vious year, the revenue for the whole
twelve mopths being £31,649. I em not
poing to criticise the report to any ex-.
tent, but I want to point out a few of
what I think ave defects with a view to
‘having them avoided in the future. We
have an item in the report “Timber lican-
sed; royalty on timber and sandelwood,
£17,180.” I do 'not think it would be a
'hm'd thing to keep these items separate.
I do_not think there is o large amount
derived from licenses snd royalties om
sandalwood, and I believe it- wonld be
quite an easy matter to give the amount
received from tbe hardwood industry and
the sandolwood indnstry in separate col-
uming, At present it is diffienlt to find
out whal i being received from hardwood
and what from sandalwood.

‘The Minister for Mines: I think we
could soon supply you with that informa-
- tion.

M. O‘LOGELEN This document is
published in the newspapers on the gold-
fielde @nd in the city, and for the sake
of the timber industry and the producers
of éuch a large smount of revenue I would
like to hdve the fgures -in ssparate
eolomns. Again I want to make en in-
qnn'y—I soppose T ean make it when the
Mmlater is ghsent from the Chambier, be-
eause he will rend my remarks later on if
they are worthy of record. In ane por-
tion of the report the Inspector General
says—

A notable feature of this year's op-

. erations is thet large areas of cmt-over
forest have Yeen taken up under saw-

" milling permits, thus showing that,
‘although large tracts of country have
- heen cat over, :hhey have not been abso-
- .lutaly ent out, a3 is the popplar 1 impres-
sion, and that they still contain euffi-
_cient timbex to justify the ereetion of
I want to know where they axe. I be-
lieve T know pretly well avery bit of tim-
ber scuntry in the State, a good deal of it
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at any rate, and I know where the good
thwber has been ent out and mrhere darge
aress of it exist, but I want to know where
this particular conntry exiats that is justi-
{ying the erection of sawmills to eut over
it & cecond time. The year I was bom, in
1882, the manager of the Jarrakdals mill
reported that the timber was cnt out, but
still the ecompany have gone further afleld.
They bave ent over the country at Jarrah- -
dale cortainly, but bave gone further
afleld for 30 or 40 miles, and I eay that if
there is anywhere where there is a second
forest in the State it is at Jarrahdale, and
that is not much to boast ebout, T would
like bo know where the Inspector General
secured his information that prompted him
to write in this etrain. He gives a table
of fignres showing the smount of wages
paid .on the goldfields and other places,
Poasibly this is introduced for the pur-
poses of comparison with othet indostbries,
There are other matters, such as the ques-
tion of re-afforestation.  He saye—
This important question is  now Te-
ceiving the attention of the department,
and sn area of typical Jmah conntry,
which has beer. reserved for the putpose
near Wearcona, on the South-Westermn
railway line, is now being treated.
It is over 12 months gince a aumber of
men were tgken from .the lsbonr burean
who did not know which end of an axze
to got bold of to ecarry out this experi-
ment. As a resnlt they were nnable to do
any work as they bad no knowledge of the
industry, and no niowledge of the tools
they were asked to use.. The Governtoent
shonld either have got a few practical
mwen to make the experiment & good dne
or not tackled it at all, I havé asked the
Minister before to-day to give me the cost
of that expeximent and,the results ob-
tainad. 'We have in the report several
axtracts from the report of the Rayml .
Commission in New South.Wales, and I -
am plessed {0 say the Inspéctor General {
hes published them in bis report, becanse
there are valvable suggestione contained
in these extracts. It is not my intention
to- deal with-them to & preat extent with
the exception. of ome little pa.ragfl‘nph
which says—
From the foregoing, it will be seen
- that the queetion of. re-afforestiog the
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ent-ont forests of the Lastern States is
a simple one, and as the hardwoods of
this State also possess in a remarkable
degree the powers of natural reproduc-
tion, the question of ve-afforestation
here is equally simple, and reaily re-
solves itself into a matter of mere funds
and the protection of the areas treated
from fires,

“Mere funds” may mesn anything. I
propose later on to refer to another por-
tion of this report where the Inspector
General seems to throw eold water on the
proposal to provide funds to earry ont
this work. There are a lot of matters

here I had marked off but I do not intend |

to deal with this just now.

The Minister for Mines: Wounld it not
he better to deal with them on the debate
on the Lands Estimates?

My, ’)LOGHLEN: T wadopted that
course last session wnd the session hefore,
but each time the Minister told me he had
not emmsulted the Inspector General of
Forests, and as a result he counld not give
ine the information I wanted, I do not
want to worry the Minister day after day
and sit on his doorstep to get information
from hira. T believe that by asking it to-
day the Minister will have ample time to
note my remarks so that when we come to
the Woods and Forests Estimates he will
be able to give me the information. I
have dealt fairly exiensively with the
guestion of pine foresls, and T intended
{o say more, but I will reserve any fur-
ther rematks for the present. I want to
point out that the Inspector General has
an ttem abont the replanting of jarral
farests. Ie savs—

1t lias heen urged of late by some

that the modern scieotific methods of

forest eonservation should be applied to
our forests, and that they should be re-
planted when cot out. Supposing it
were practicable to do this, the outlay
would be enormous and the result very
prohlematical.
T want to know who in any responsible
position advocated the replantinz of
jarrabh. During the last ten years I have
been aequainted with the industry, I have
never heard a responsible man advocate
replanting beeause we know, as a matfer
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of fact, that such a poliey would be very
costly and, possibly, wonld not give too
good results.  We do not require to do
it; the seed is there, and nature is so
prolific that we do not need to aid it,
except to give it assistance by destroying
useless trees and allowing the young trees
to have a chanee. I do not know why the
Acting Inspector General should publish
Ihis in ‘his report because, as far as I
know, no respousible man in publie life,
or out of it, has ever advoeated sueh a
policy. He states—
Again, at the present time, when the
Crowu lands of the State are being
rapidly changed from virgin bush to
cunitivation, forestry upon scientific lines
if not altogether impractieable is, at
least, extremely premature.
I bave always advocated that instead of
getting men whe had a good theoretical
knowiedge of the industry, we should get
practical men who knew something abent
the growth of timbers in the eountyy, and
who could look after the forests. Further
in his report we find—
TForest reserves could be set apart,
dedicated 1o forestry for all time, and
the modern seientific methods of eon-
servation applied to them, Ewven then
with high-priced labour it wonld not
be a business proposition.
This question of high-priced labour is
largely due to the policy carried ont by
the department itself, beeause if you send
incompelent men, who know nothing
abont the matter ont into the bush, no
matter what vou pay them, their’s is
bound to he high-piiced lahour. It is a
better poliry tv engage pravtical men and
pay them aceordingly. The Acting In-
spector (General states further with regard
to reafforestation—
This will entail the expenditure of
large sums in building railway lines to
open up our farm lands and aid in the
development of mininz, eteetera, and
1 do not helieve the publie of Western
Anstralia would allow large sums of
money to be spent on  experimental
work in our forests when those more
pressing works are desired.
T do not know that the .\eting Inspeetor
General, or even a conservator of forests.
if we had one, would he an antherity as
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to whaf the public desire in this matter,
or an anthority as to when the publie
would be prepared to lay aside a certain
amount $o carry out experiments and re-
forms. 1f we are going to preserve the
industry that is fleefing, we should devote
funds, he they large or small, towards it.
The Aeting Inspector General slates fur-
ther—
fiven such work, however, cannot be
done for nothing, and, as I have said
hefore, the position is this: Is the Siate,
with all its land being greedily sought
after by the selector, prepared at the
present {ime to expend large sums of
money annually in improving its forest
lands, and then afterwards alienate
them under the conditional purchase
clauses of the Land Aet at a nominal
Sum per acre.
The idea is ridiculons, It is really bor-
dering on absurdity to say that we are
going to spend large sums of money in
clearing the forest of useless timber, bring-
ing it to a productive state and then sell-
mg it for agrieultural lands. The Gov-
ernment who would do this should not be
allowed to exist. Further on in the re-
port, and T am referring to this hecause
it deals with the partienlar industry with
which T am connected, he goes on to say—
Timber, which is required for a great
variety of purposes, is one of the
things that man eannot do without, and
trees must be eut down to supply it.
That is extraordinary.
It wounld not only be wreng but use-
less to stop the ecutting of timber, as
it could not he stopped without cansing
considerable injury, not only to those
engaged in an important industry, but
to the State as a whole.
Who has ever advoeated the stopping of
the cutiing of timber? Apart from those
few defeets in the report, it eontains
very valuable information, which T be-
lieve, conld be utilised with good effect by
hon. members. T did intend to refer to
other reports, such as that of the Under
Secretary for Lands, and a few other
matters. but I shall not deal with them
now. I will have the opportunity later on
of referring to the policy of the Govern-
ment with regard to the building of anvi-
enltural railways and other matters. [

[ASSEMBLY.}

only desire to say a few words now with
regard to the Crown Law Department,
and the matter which was mentioned by
my ecolleague, the member for Collie. I
wish to supplement his remarks with re-
sard to the treatment of Mr, Johns, a
justice of the peace at Collie. Mr, Johns
did not get the fair treatment that he was
entitled to, when we consider the treal-
ment meted out to other justices in the
State, I want to enter my protest against
the department making fish of one and
Hesh of another. Mr. Johns was asked
to resign his eommission as a justice of
the peace, and he refused, because, he
contended, lie had a good and strong case.
His name was struek off the voll of jns-
tices, and to give it more publicity it was
displayed, marked with red ink, outside
the otfice at Cellie, and thus it was pro-
¢laimed to the world that his name was
removed from the roster of justices. Con-
trast that with the action of the depart-
ment with regard to other justices of
ihe peace. Because Mr. Johns entered a
protest against not heing sapplied with
elerieal assistance when he was earrving
vut the duties of coroner, his name was
removed from the roll. Contrast that with
the treatment of an hon. member in an-
other place who, while heing, perhaps, a
leading resident in his own distriet, was
convicted three times, on two oceasions for
allowing his cattle to stray in the streets,
and on another oceasion for dealing with
the returning officer and abusing him, and
interrupting him in his work. I refer to a
justice of the peace at Pinjarra, who
happens to ocenpy a seat in another place.

The Minister for Works: Are you
objecting to the other man remaining on
the roll?

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: T am objecting to
the Government summarily dismissing
Mr. Johns, while another justice is fined
£3 in the police court and no action is
taken against him. YWhy this diserimin-
ation on the part of the Crown Law De-
partment? Can rhat department justify
it?

Mr. Price: Your claim is that Mr,
MeLarty’s name shonld he removed from
the roll. .

Mr. ¢/LOGHLEN: One man is con-
victed for breaking tlie laws of the conn-



{25 Novemser, 1910.]

try, and uo action is taken, and another
man makes a reasunable protest against
having to carry mut excessive dulies, and
his name is removed from the roll. I
think an inquiry into the administration
of the Crown Law Department is neces-
sary. I was proceeded against by the
Crown Law Department only a few
months ago. Af the {ime I blamed the
poliee for that. Tt was a {rivial ¢harge,
that of standing in the street, and 1
blamed the police for taking me before
the police court, where Lhe case was
afterwards dismissed. I have found out,
however, that I have been blaming the
wrong people, becanse the usnal prac-
tice when a c¢harge is laid, is for the
constable to go to the sub-inspector—
who in this ease was Mr. Lappin—who
decides whether a summons shall or
shall not issue. In my case a report
was sent along, and it was sent back to
ihe sergeant concerned to make out a
sumnons; afterwards it was sent baeck
to the sub-inspector marked, ‘‘no action
to be taken.”” This was on the Friday
or the Saturday, and on the Monday
the Commissioner of Police was instrue-
ted to take proceedings. I want to say
ithat the Commissioner would not go
against the adviee of hLis subordinates
unless he was specially instroeted to do
so. l'he outeome was that I was taken
before the police court. The Crown
prosecutor, an officer reeceiving a salary
of £700 or £800 a year, was sent Lo pro-
secute and an effort was made to obtain
a eonviction. I am wnot objecting to
the faet that I was taken to the police
conrt. If any hon. mmember offends
agaiost the law by standing in Barrack-
street, and T certainly do not think that
a heinous erime, or if he breaks the law
in any other respect he should be prose-
eated the same as other people. In
my case, however, the magistrate dis-
missed it. Il seemed to me that it was
pure vindictiveness and spite in the hope
of securing temporary advantage over a
political opponent on the part of the At-
torney General—who, I am sorry to say,
is not in his seati—who gave instructions
that proceedings should be taken, after
4 responsible ofiieer had written on the
[661
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report that no action should be taken.
I am not going to worry about it now,
and all I will say is that if a Minister of
the Crown is responsible for flying in
the face of officers. who knew more
about the case than he did, then the
astion he teok was not to his eredit.
‘Thera are several other matters [ was
guing to refer to, but the opportunity
will present iiself later on. I have dealt
with the industry which is responsible
for keeping in employment several
thousands of my constituents, and I have
deall with it to give the Minister for
Lands an oppertanity of getting hold of
the facts, and giving me a reply at a
later date. ¥ trust that as a result of
the few words T have said to-day,
a little inlerest will be aroused, even on
the part of the Minister, and that he
will adopt a different poliey, and that
he will reform this importani depart-
ment and take the best steps possible
to preserve this important industry of
the State, and malke it a source of rev-
erue for all time,
Progress reported.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By tie Minister for Mines: Papers
relaling to the action Faiching w. the

Commissioner of Railways, (ordered on
motion by Mr. Gill).

House adjourned at 4.58 p.m.



